
FSBA Legislative Committee
2016-2017 Mid-Year Report

Chair: Carol Cook
Vice Chair: Clarence Thacker
Members: (See Member List at http://fsba.org/legislative-committee/)

Dates of meetings:
October 14, 2016 – Question & Answer Session on Proposed FSBA Platform(s)
October 27, 2016 – Discuss & Adopt 2017 FSBA Platform(s)
November 29, 2016 – Approval of Positions on Issues of Continuing Concern and Training

Main actions taken/accomplishments to date:
In July, The Legislative Committee began the process for developing the FSBA 2017  Legislative
and Federal Platforms.  The Committee received more than 100 separate proposals for items to
be included in the Platform.  The platform development memo and timeline are attached to the
conference agenda.

In mid-September, the Platform Committee reviewed these proposals to determine whether each
item had a statewide impact and whether each item was consistent with the mission of the Florida
School Boards Association.  Based on this review, FSBA staff drafted a PROPOSED FSBA 2017
Legislative Platform and FSBA 2017 Federal Platform and distributed these documents to all school
board members and other interested parties.  On October 14, members of the Legislative
Committee and FSBA Staff held a session via GoToMeeting to allow members and others to ask
any questions they might have regarding the Proposed FSBA Legislative or Federal Platforms or
about the process for the final adoption of the platforms.

On October 27, 2016, the full Legislative Committee met to review, debate, amend, and adopt the
FINAL FSBA 2017 Legislative Platform and FSBA 2017 Federal Platform.  In adopting the Platform,
the Legislative Committee sought to reduce the number of items contained in the Legislative
Platform to only those key priorities that FSBA should focus on during the 2017 Legislative Session. 
As a result, the 2017 Legislative Platform focuses on three key priorities that address restoration
of local capital outlay funding authority, adequate operating funding, and 3rd grade promotion and
retention.  The adopted Platform is attached to the conference agenda.

November 8, 2016 marked the end of the 2016 election cycle.  The Legislature welcomed 20 new
members of the Florida Senate and 46 new members of the Florida House of Representatives. 
Composition in both chambers shifted slightly so that the Senate is composed of 25 Republicans
and 15 Democrats while the House is composed of 79 Republicans and 41 Democrats.  Reports
on the Florida House and Senate elections is attached to the conference agenda.

In our Legislative Committee meeting held on November 29, 2017, the Legislative Committee
approved revisions FSBA Positions on Issues of Continuing Concern.  These revisions served to
include new items, update existing items, and remove obsolete items.  The revised Positions are
attached to the conference agenda.  In addition, the Legislative Committee participated in training
– “Understanding the Legislative Process” – to assist us in our advocacy efforts in the coming
months.  The PowerPoint presentation is attached to the conference agenda. 
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Upcoming activities and events:
• Several members of the legislature will participate in a general session scheduled for 3:45 on

Thursday afternoon.  Legislators will offer advice on best practices in advocacy with the
legislature and will speak on other issues of interest. 

• Legislative Committee and Subcommittee members and FSBA staff are developing talking
points and background materials for the issues outlined in the FSBA Legislative and Federal
Platforms.  These materials will be made available to the members as soon as possible.

• Legislative Interim Committee meetings begin December 2016 and are scheduled for various
weeks during January and February 2017.  The 2017 Legislative Session will convene on
March 7.
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