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Dates of meetings and activities:
September 29-30, 2015 – FSBA Federal Issues & Advocacy Conference
October 15, 2015 – Discuss and Adopt 2016 FSBA Federal Platf orm
December 1, 2015 – in conjunction with Joint Conference

Main actions taken/accomplishments during the year:
In July, the Federal Relations Subcommittee began the process for developing the 2016
FSBA Federal Platform in conjunction with the development of the FSBA Legislative
Platform.

FSBA’s Federal Issues & Advocacy (FIA) Conference was held September 29-30, 2015
in Washington, D.C.  Florida school board members and state and district staff members
participated in meetings with senior staff of the White House Domestic Policy Council, U.S.
Department of Education, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP)
Committee, House Education and the Workforce Committee, and members of Florida’s
Congressional delegation.  The main topics of discussion were the reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and federal education funding and
related implications of sequestration.

During the Legislative Committee meeting held during this Joint Conference, the Federal
Relations Subcommittee discussed the status of the reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act and some of the key elements that were expected to be
contained in the final bill.  Shortly after the Joint Conference, Congress passed the
reauthorization bill, titled the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The Subcommittee
worked with NSBA and FSBA staff to assemble information about ESSA, including a bill
summary, implementation timeline, and guidance issued by the U.S. Department of
Education. This information was distributed to membership and posted on the FSBA
Federal Government Relations webpage.

In general, ESSA contains several provisions for which FSBA has been a strong advocate,
most notably, the restoration of a great deal of authority to local and state education
agencies.  The next step in the implementation of ESSA is the development and/or revision
of the state accountability system which presents many exciting opportunities for school
districts.
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In other federal activity, the Subcommittee has been monitoring the reautherization of the 
the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA).  The current version of this legislation eases
some of the unfunded federal mandates imposed on these programs and restores a great
deal of local flexibility and authority in guiding policies for these programs.  However, the
legislation also seeks to adjust eligibility criteria for free and reduced price meals that may
result in excluding some needy children from these programs. 

Unfinished business and recommendations:
1. Attend the NSBA Advocacy Institute scheduled for June 12-14, 2016.
2. Continue to monitor ESSA policy development and implementation and develop

informational videos and webinars on ESSA.
3. Continue to monitor the reauthorization of the HHFKA.
4. Monitor congressional elections and committee assignments.
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