
FSBA Legislative Committee
2015-2016 Annual Report

Chair: Carol Cook
Vice Chair: Jane Goodwin
Members: (See Membership List at http://fsba.org/legislative-committee/)

Dates of meetings and activities:
September 25, 2015 – Question & Answer Session on Proposed FSBA Platform(s)
October 15, 2015 – Discuss & Adopt 2016 FSBA Platform(s)
October 26, 2015 – Question & Answer Session on FSBA Resolution on Accountability
December 1, 2015 – Meeting in conjunction with Joint Conference
February 3-4, 2016 – Day in the Legislature Conference
May 26, 2016 – Workgroup review of Positions on Issues of Continuing Concern

Main actions taken/accomplishments during the year:
In July, The Legislative Committee began the process for developing the 2016 FSBA
Legislative and Federal Platforms.  The Committee received more than 60 separate
proposals for items to be included in the Platform.  

In early September, the Platform Committee reviewed these proposals to determine
whether each item had a statewide impact and whether each item was consistent with the
mission of the Florida School Boards Association.  Based on this review, a PROPOSED
2016 FSBA Legislative Platform and 2016 FSBA Federal Platform were developed and
distributed to all school board members and other interested parties.  Later in September,
members of the Legislative Committee and FSBA Staff held a session via GoToMeeting
to allow members and others to ask any questions they might have regarding the Proposed
Platforms or about the process for the final adoption of the platforms.

On October 15, 2015, the full Legislative Committee met to review, debate, amend, and
adopt the FINAL 2016 FSBA Legislative Platform and 2016 FSBA Federal Platform.  In
adopting the Platform, the Legislative Committee sought to reduce the number of items
contained in the Legislative Platform to only those key priorities that FSBA should focus
on during the 2016 Legislative Session.  As a result, the 2016 FSBA Legislative Platform
focuses on four key priorities. The Platform includes a statement of support for the
recommendations issued by the Florida Association of District School Superintendents
regarding the Florida Standards Assessment.  In addition, the Legislative Committee
approved a Resolution relating to the state assessment and accountability system that was
forwarded to the FSBA Board of Directors for consideration.  On October 26, 2016, FSBA
staff held a GoToMeeting session to allow members to ask any questions they might have
about the Resolution.  The Board of Directors approved the Resolution on October 30.

In December, the Committee met during the Annual Joint Conference.  The Legislative
Committee, Subcommittees, and Ad Hoc Public Education Issues Committee were offered
a tour of the FSBA website, focusing on exploring and expanding the Resource Room.  In
addition, the Committee agreed to appoint a workgroup to review the “FSBA Positions on
Issues of Continuing Concern” to update the contents and to recommend a process for
maintaining it.
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Prior to the start of the 2016 Legislative Session in January 2016, the Committee worked
with FSBA staff to update and reopen our easy-access FSBA website page – 2016
Session Resource Center – that consolidated legislative session information, including
Daily Updates, weekly Video Updates, budget and bill information, and legislative session
advocacy tools.  

In February, our Day in the Legislature Conference welcomed more than 120 school board
members, superintendents, district staff, and others.  Attendees were given a legislative
briefing on the legislative issues that were under active consideration, welcomed a long list
of legislators who offered commentary on the legislative session and issues of interest, 
and then visited with their legislative delegations to advocate FSBA’s positions on these
bills.

In the aftermath of the 2016 Session, the Legislative Committee leaders and FSBA Staff 
organized and conducted several onsite and online legislative session review workshops
and webinars.

In May, a workgroup from the Legislative Committee met via GoToMeeting to review and
update the FSBA Positions on Issues of Continuing Concern.  The Workgroup has
prepared recommended changes to the Positions for consideration by the FSBA Board of
Directors.

In addition to these meetings and activities, the Committee was well represented at the
various FSBA Strategic Planning meetings to offer advice on elements of the Strategic
Plan that relate to advocacy and government relations. 

Unfinished business and recommendations:
1. Review the FSBA Strategic Plan and pursue the identified goals and strategies relating

to advocacy and government relations.
2. Develop a plan for supporting the activities of local government officials when visiting

Tallahassee for their county/district legislative days.
3. Create an online instructional video/webinar on building relationships with legislators,

best practices when visiting legislators during the legislative session, and the basics of
the legislative process and make video/webinar available to members prior to the FSBA
Day in the Legislature Conference.

4. Monitor Legislative elections and committee assignments.
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