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School Board Members, Superintendents Meet at FSBA Annual Summer Conference 
[bookmark: _GoBack](Enter City Where Press Release is issued)  – (Enter your name) of the (Enter name of your school board) joined approximately 300 school board members, district superintendents, and other education leaders in Tampa November 29 – December 2, 2016, to participate in the Florida School Boards Association’s Annual Summer Conference.  
The conference kicked off Tuesday with the Chairmanship and New School Board Member Academies, as well as meetings of the Florida School Boards Association Board of Directors.  Wednesday morning began with a networking breakfast and Opening General Session that included keynote speaker, Dr. Chris Emdin, author of For White Folks Who Teach in the Hood… and the Rest of Y’all Too, speaking about teaching and learning from a student’s perspective. Attendees also had the option to attend breakout sessions presented national and state leaders that covered topics such as navigating the aftermath of a natural disaster, responding to new world threats, and best practices increasing graduation rates. Among presenters were Florida Department of Education Deputy Chancellor for Educator Quality Brian Dassler, Flagler School District Superintendent Jacob Oliva, and Katie Piehl, Director of Authorizer Development at the National Association for Charter School Authorizers. 
Along with additional breakout sessions, Thursday’s agenda included keynote speaker Dr. Gregory Thornton speaking on “Excellence and Equity—from Moral Imperative to Major Initiative.” Dr. Thonton currently services as Resident Master Faculty Facilitator with the National Institute for School Leaders. Thursday’s closeout General Session covered Effective Advocacy and Session Goals with insight from current members of the Florida Legislature: Senator Jack Latvala, Senator Dana Young, Senator David Simmons, and Representative Kionne McGhee.  Friday’s training was solely devoted to statutorily required ethics training during the four hour Where Do You Draw the Line? Ethics Training for School District Officials live installment with legal experts and former School Board members. 
“[INSERT YOUR QUOTE],” said (Enter your name and title – i.e. chair, vice chair, and/or district number).  EXAMPLE: “I was particularly pleased to have met with (Enter name of Senator or Representative) to discuss (Enter topic of special interest to you or your district).”
“FSBA members consistently provide feedback that the Annual Joint Conference provides a valuable opportunity for growth and networking that cannot be found elsewhere.  FSBA is honored to be the trusted source of physical and intellectual space for school board member professional development,” said FSBA Executive Director Andrea Messina. 
                                                                                              - MORE –

For a complete conference agenda and more information about the Florida School Boards Association, please visit www.fsba.org.
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