
 
 
April 20, 2020 
 

Members, 

Governor DeSantis and Comm. Of Education Corcoran recommend extension of 
distance learning through remainder of academic year 
Read official press release 

 
The Florida High School Athletic Association 
has issued a press release regarding cancellation of all FHSAA affiliated events for the 
remainder of the 19-20 year.  Read FHSAA Coronavirus update for details.   
 

Podcast on School Leadership During Crisis from Harvard Graduate School of 

Education  

hosted by Professor Deborah Jewell-Sherman, who ponders what may be on the minds of 

school leaders in these difficult times, and advises on how they can stay grounded and plan 

for the future.  The full recording can be found here.   

 

FRIDAY Live this week 

4/24, 9 a.m. Any questions you have for guest Leonard Dietzen, FSBA’s attorney of record, 

should be emailed to Gay@fsba.org before 5 p.m. Thursday. 
  
How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?: 
What is working in your district?  What isn’t?  What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar?  Let us know!  messina@fsba.org  
 
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice): 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive 
Officers and me.   
 
 

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365  

http://fldoe.org/newsroom/latest-news/florida-extends-distance-learning-through-remainder-of-academic-year.stml
https://www.fhsaa.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2020/04/20/node-48906/fhsaa_coronavirus_update_-_4-20-20_final_final.pdf
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/20/04/harvard-edcast-school-leadership-during-crisis
mailto:Gay@fsba.org
mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365


You can also dial in using your phone.  
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)  

United States: +1 (312) 757-3129  
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#  

Access Code: 998-389-365  

 

Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 

 

https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/


 
 
April 21, 2020 
 

Members, 

National School Boards Association 

names Anna Maria Chavez Executive Director and CEO. 

 

Teacher Certification Exam Fee Waivers 
continue for Florida teachers—share these links to see the notice and the information:   

http://www.fl.nesinc.com/FL_testfees.asp 

http://www.fl.nesinc.com/announce_FeeWaiver.asp  

FRIDAY Live this week 

4/24, 9 a.m. This week’s guest is Leonard Dietzen, Rumberger, Kirk, and Caldwell PA, FSBA’s 

attorney of record.  What areas of concern would you like him to address?  Email Gay@fsba.org 

before 5 p.m. Thursday so we can make sure to include your thoughts. 
  
How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?: 
What is working in your district?  What isn’t?  What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar?  Let us know!  messina@fsba.org  
 
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice): 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive 
Officers and me.   
 
 

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365  

You can also dial in using your phone.  
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)  

https://nsba.org/News/2020/new-ed-and-ceo-announcement
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/FL_testfees.asp
http://www.fl.nesinc.com/announce_FeeWaiver.asp
mailto:Gay@fsba.org
mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365


United States: +1 (312) 757-3129  
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#  

Access Code: 998-389-365  

 

Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 

 

https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/


 
 
April 22, 2020 
 

Members, 

ICYMI 

This morning’s Re-Open Florida Task Force:  Industry Working Group Meeting—

Administrative, Education, Information & Technology, Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities 

and Wholesale recording is available here.  

 

Who is on the Task Force? 

Governor Ron DeSantis’ Re-Open Florida Task Force Executive Committee 

Governor Ron Desantis’ Re-Open Florida Task Force Industry Working Group 

(Administrative, Education, Information & Technology, Manufacturing, Mining, Utilities 

and Wholesale) 

 

National Association of State Boards of Education 

Policy Update on continued learning during COVID-19 

 
ICYMI, 2 
Last week, BoardDocs hosted a webinar on ways to leverage BoardDocs for virtual 
meetings and crisis communications. This was a great conversation with BoardDocs 
and BoardDocs districts, sharing their experience in navigating this crisis. It includes 
details for current BoardDocs subscribers on how to incorporate remote meeting tools & 
livestream– watch the recording now on demand. 
 
University of Florida Lastinger Center for Learning  
compiled a suite of free, research-based resources into one, easy-to-use resource hub 

 

FRIDAY Live this week 

4/24, 9 a.m. This week’s guest is Leonard Dietzen, Rumberger, Kirk, and Caldwell PA, FSBA’s 

attorney of record.  What areas of concern would you like him to address?  Email Gay@fsba.org 

before 5 p.m. Thursday so we can make sure to include your thoughts. 
  
How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?: 

https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-22-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
https://www.flgov.com/2020/04/20/governor-ron-desantis-re-open-florida-task-force-executive-committee/
https://fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/120857_information_technology_manufacturing_utilities_wholesale.pdf
https://fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/120857_information_technology_manufacturing_utilities_wholesale.pdf
https://fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/120857_information_technology_manufacturing_utilities_wholesale.pdf
http://www.nasbe.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Hedger_Continued-Learning-Plans_Final.pdf
https://learn.diligent.com/leverageBoardDocsondemand.html?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=FSBA
https://learn.diligent.com/leverageBoardDocsondemand.html?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=FSBA
https://lastinger.center.ufl.edu/distance-learning-resources/
mailto:Gay@fsba.org


What is working in your district?  What isn’t?  What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar?  Let us know!  messina@fsba.org  
 
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice): 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive 
Officers and me.   
 
 

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365  

You can also dial in using your phone.  
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)  

United States: +1 (312) 757-3129  
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#  

Access Code: 998-389-365  

 

Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 

 

mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/


 
 
April 23, 2020 
 

Members, 

ICYMI 

This morning’s (2nd meeting) Re-Open Florida Task Force:  Industry Working Group 

Meeting—Administrative, Education, Information & Technology, Manufacturing, Mining, 

Utilities and Wholesale recording is available here.  

 

US DOE Secy DeVos Makes $ Available 

Press Release on Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER 

Fund).  

ESSER Main Page 

Cover Letter 

Fund Notice 

State Allocations Table 

Certification and Agreement  

 
FLDOE Daily Webinar—4/21 

Given distance learning, what are the impacts on school improvement or schools in 

turnaround? Listen to the recorded webinar  or view the pdf of the presentation 

 
Legal Special Alert on COVID-19 

 

Resources to share: 
 
Parent/Caregiver Guide to Helping Families Cope With the Coronavirus Disease 2019  
  
Helping Children with Traumatic Separation or Traumatic Grief Related to COVID-19 
  
Supporting Children During Coronavirus (COVID19) 

 

FRIDAY Live is TOMORROW 

4/24, 9 a.m. This week’s guest is Leonard Dietzen, Rumberger, Kirk, and Caldwell PA, FSBA’s 

attorney of record.   

https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-22-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-22-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-makes-available-over-13-billion-emergency-coronavirus-relief-support-continued-education-k-12-students
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-makes-available-over-13-billion-emergency-coronavirus-relief-support-continued-education-k-12-students
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSER-Fund-Cover-Letter.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSER-Fund-Notice-Final.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSER-Fund-State-Allocations-Table.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSERF-Certification-and-Agreement.pdf
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/d9d503843cc346b3b0ff8bb54ccc70da/recording/5d22caa8a1684927b71e5ff449e34ccb/watch?source=CHANNEL
http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/BSIWebinar42120.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/0bc35c76eb4f/zs5o7pv63v-4154889?e=ac52118ee6
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/parent-caregiver-guide-to-helping-families-cope-with-the-coronavirus-disease-2019
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/helping-children-with-traumatic-separation-or-traumatic-grief-related-to-covid-19
https://www.nctsn.org/resources/supporting-children-during-coronavirus-covid19


  
How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?: 
What is working in your district?  What isn’t?  What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar?  Let us know!  messina@fsba.org  
 
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice): 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive 
Officers and me.   
 
 

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365  

You can also dial in using your phone.  
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)  

United States: +1 (312) 757-3129  
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#  

Access Code: 998-389-365  

 

Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 

 

mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/


 
 
April 24, 2020 
 

Members, 

Florida Senate President Galvano 

Memo on March General Revenue Collections Report and COVID 19 Updates 

NOTE:  See other attachment for March General Revenue Collection Report 

 

ICYMI 

This morning’s (3nd meeting) Re-Open Florida Task Force:  Industry Working Group 

Meeting—Administrative, Education, Information & Technology, Manufacturing, Mining, 

Utilities and Wholesale recording is available here.  

 April 22 Opening Florida’s Schools to Re-Open Florida’s Economy 

 April 23 Early Learning & Workforce Education:  Re-Opening Florida’s Economy 

 

FRIDAY Live recording 

From this morning with this week’s guest Leonard Dietzen, Rumberger, Kirk, and Caldwell PA, 

FSBA’s attorney of record is available here. 
  
How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?: 
What is working in your district?  What isn’t?  What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar?  Let us know!  messina@fsba.org  
 
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice): 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive 
Officers and me.   
 
 

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365  

You can also dial in using your phone.  
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)  

https://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Offices/2018-2020/President/Documents/4_24_20_MEMO_March_General_Revenue_Collections_Report.pdf
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-22-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-22-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-23-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-23-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/4-23-20-re-open-florida-task-force-industry-working-group-meeting-administrative-education-information-technology-manufacturing-mining-utilities-and-wholesale/
http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FDOE-Opening.pdf
http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/FDOE-ELWF.pdf
https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/a6c70171b6485780cf166033b4b9e3a4f59bacb069c21db6c75ca93212ab99a4
mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365


United States: +1 (312) 757-3129  
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#  

Access Code: 998-389-365  

 

Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 

 

https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
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BillieAnne Gay

From: Andrea Messina <FSBA@embrams-mail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 25, 2020 10:22 AM
To: BillieAnne Gay
Subject: ALERT:  Member Memo 4.25.2020

  

 

A L E R T 

April 25, 2020  

Board Members, 
  

This morning, Governor DeSantis' office issued the following press release calling for public 
comments on Re-Open Florida Task Force: 

Tallahassee, Fla. – The Re-Open Florida Task Force today launched a public comment submission 
portal open to all Floridians. Public feedback will be a critical component of the Task Force’s final 
report to Governor Ron DeSantis. All interested Floridians are encouraged to submit their ideas 
regarding the safe re-opening of Florida’s economy. 

Floridians may submit feedback on any topic related to the re-opening of Florida’s economy, including 
the impacts to small business, healthcare, education, tourism, agriculture, retail, recreation and sports 
and construction. 

Click here to access the online Task Force to Re-Open Florida Public Comment Submission 
form. 

Previous Task Force meeting agendas and presentations are provided online at 
www.flgov.com/COVID-19. 

Audio recordings for all previous Task Force meetings are available online at 
www.thefloridachannel.org. 

We hope you find this information helpful.  Thank you. 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association 
messina@fsba.org 
850.566.1860 
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Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update 

April 17, 2020 

NSBA Weekly Update 
 
Congressional Update  
 

Congress Remains Working at a Distance, Stalled on Additional Emergency Relief 
Congress announced this week that due to COVID-19, they will not return to their offices in Washington, 
D.C. until at least May 4, unless an emergency vote is needed. Meanwhile, Senate and House leaders 
remain in a standoff over how to proceed with the next phase of emergency funding required to address 
the pandemic and related economic downturn. Congressional leaders are focused presently on the Small 
Business Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program, which ran out of funding this week. Republicans 
currently only want to provide additional funding for the PPP, but Democrats are also seeking additional 
funding for hospitals.  NSBA believes both parties see this funding as an interim step that will be followed 
later by another significant investment in the economy, including assistance for state and local 
governments. We are continuing to urge Congress to provide additional funding for K-12 education to 
offset expected local revenue losses, along with dedicated funding to connect students who lack access to 
broadband.  

 

Administration Update  
 
 Department of Education Publishes Application for Governor’s Relief Fund  

The CARES Act provided $30 billion in education relief funds, including $3 billion for governors to provide 

supplemental funding for school districts and other significantly impacted education entities. Earlier this 

week, the Department of Education announced the process for releasing the Governor’s Emergency 

Education Relief Fund (GEER). The GEER is “designed to enable governors to decide how best to meet the 

needs of students, schools (including charter schools and non-public schools), postsecondary institutions, 

and other education-related organizations”. Governors must complete a certification before the funding 

will be released to each state based on formulas tied to each state’s population. The program’s statutory 

language tasks State Education Agencies to identify the most significantly impacted school districts, so 

hard hit districts should be in touch with their chief state school officer, as well as the governor, about 

receiving a portion of this funding. Separately, the Department said it will address the $13.5 billion in 

CARES Act funding for K-12 schools “in the coming days”. 

  
Department of Education Allows CTE Programs to Donate Protective Gear   
Earlier this week, the Department of Education published guidance that makes clear that Perkins Career 

and Technical Education (CTE) funded equipment may be donated to health providers to help address the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, the new guidance said CTE programs may “donate or loan personal 

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-announces-3-billion-emergency-education-block-grants-governors?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-announces-cte-programs-can-donate-unused-personal-protective-equipment-medical-supplies-support-coronavirus-response?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


2 
 

protective equipment (PPE) and other medical supplies purchased with federal funds to public health 

agencies, private nonprofit hospitals, and other licensed health providers to support the nationwide 

coronavirus response effort.” Separately, the Department of Education released a second round of 

frequently asked questions regarding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the implementation of CTE 

programs and services under the Carl. D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act. These questions 

focus on local plan requirements, consultation, and performance data submissions.  

 
 

District Court Directs Agriculture Department to Reconsider Nutrition Rule Changes 

The U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland struck down the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 

(USDA) Final Rule that eliminated and delayed stricter nutrition standards for school meals, which were 

established under the Healthy, Hungry-Free Kids Act. The Rule was remanded to USDA for further 

proceedings because the rulemaking lead to the changes in regulations regarding sodium and whole grain 

targets. The federal court said, “[b]ecause the Interim Final Rule ‘gave no indication that the agency was 

considering a different approach [from delaying compliance with Sodium Target 1 or offering a hardship 

exemption to the whole grain requirement], and the final rule revealed that the agency had completely 

changed its position,’ the Interim Final Notice did not provide sufficient notice of the Final Rule.” 

 

Department of Education Invites Public Comment on Professional Development Priority 
Secretary DeVos proposed a new funding priority that would enable teachers to tailor their professional 
development.  Priorities are used by the Department of Education to emphasize specific policy areas 
within broader competitive grant programs. Thus, this priority, if approved, could appear in range of 
future federal grant notices. Specifically, the Department said,  “Under the proposal, teachers would be 
empowered, through stipends or vouchers, to select and access professional development courses and 
opportunities that are relevant to their personal needs or career goals instead of having one-size-fits all 
programming dictated” by state or local education agencies.  The Federal Register notice can be found 
here. Comments must be submitted by May 13, 2020. 

 
NSBA Updates 
 .  

Please continue to let NSBA know priority areas for states and where certain challenges exist. The 
information states have provided so far have been vital in helping NSBA advocate for key priorities during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We encourage specific focus around IDEA issues and internet connectivity 
problems.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/PCRN/docs/20-0107_Perkins_COVID-19_FAQs_2.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-devos-proposes-rethinking-teacher-professional-development-empowering-teachers-customize-personalize-their-continued-learning?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/04/13/2020-07753/proposed-priorities-requirements-definition-and-selection-criteria-education-innovation-and?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


As of

04/24/20

09:26 AM (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
MONTH FISCAL  YEAR  TO  DATE     

ACTUAL ESTIMATE OVER/ CURRENT CURRENT OVER/ PRIOR PERCENT
CURRENT CURRENT UNDER YEAR YEAR UNDER YEAR INCREASE/

FINAL MONTH MONTH ESTIMATE ACTUAL ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ACTUAL DECREASE

SALES TAX COLLECTIONS  2,120.0 2,132.4 (12.4) 19,387.4 19,360.1 27.3 18,686.6 3.8%
CORPORATE INCOME TAX   139.3 134.5 4.8 1,682.8 1,652.3 30.5 1,618.9 3.9%
DOCUMENTARY STAMP TAX 78.3 72.9 5.4 761.1 729.0 32.1 676.0 12.6%
INSURANCE TAXES  1.5 5.9 (4.4) 418.6 413.3 5.3 344.8 21.4%

HIGHWAY SAFETY FEES 42.6 42.3 0.3 346.3 340.7 5.6 393.2 -11.9%
SERVICE CHARGES 26.5 25.3 1.2 361.9 355.3 6.6 351.4 3.0%
CORPORATE FILING FEES 70.9 58.8 12.1 241.0 230.0 11.0 210.6 14.5%
INTANGIBLES TAXES 44.2 32.4 11.8 364.0 337.6 26.5 280.5 29.8%

COUNTIES' MEDICAID SHARE 26.4 25.3 1.1 227.3 226.4 0.9 223.6 1.7%
BEVERAGE TAXES 22.2 19.4 2.8 198.8 194.8 4.1 194.7 2.1%
EARNINGS ON INVESTMENTS 46.0 17.5 28.5 288.3 241.9 46.3 143.6 100.8%
TOBACCO TAX 12.9 12.8 0.1 113.7 113.8 (0.1) 121.7 -6.6%

OTHER NONOPERATING REVENUES 12.3 12.1 0.2 139.4 124.8 14.5 151.5 -8.0%
ARTICLE V FEES AND TRANSFERS 8.9 9.1 (0.2) 87.7 87.3 0.4 104.6 -16.2%
OTHER TAXES LICENSES AND FEES 3.6 3.3 0.3 29.3 29.0 0.3 29.2 0.4%

PARIMUTUEL TAXES 0.8 2.4 (1.6) 14.4 15.8 (1.4) 16.3 -11.6%
SEVERANCE TAXES 0.1 0.1 0.0 6.6 6.1 0.5 9.1 -26.9%
INDIAN GAMING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 238.5 -100.0%

TOTAL REVENUE 2,656.6 2,606.5 50.1 24,668.8 24,458.3 210.5 23,556.4 4.7%
  LESS REFUNDS           17.3 28.5 (11.2) 348.5 340.4 8.1 301.1 15.7%

NET REVENUE 2,639.4 2,578.0 61.3 24,320.3 24,117.9 202.4 23,255.3 4.6%

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
MONTH FISCAL  YEAR  TO  DATE     

ACTUAL ESTIMATE OVER/ CURRENT CURRENT OVER/ PRIOR PERCENT
CURRENT CURRENT UNDER YEAR YEAR UNDER YEAR INCREASE/

MONTH MONTH ESTIMATE ACTUAL ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ACTUAL DECREASE

DOCUMENTARY STAMP TAX COLLECTIO 273.2 230.7 42.5 2,216.9 2,142.9 74.0 1,917.6 15.6%
INSURANCE PREMIUM COLLECTIONS [1 43.9 74.2 (30.3) 661.5 650.1 11.3 611.2 8.2%
TOBACCO SURCHARGE COLLECTIONS 73.6 66.0 7.5 581.3 579.8 1.5 636.3 -8.6%

[1] Insurance Premium Collections include both the 2% Premium Tax and Surplus Lines.

TABLE 1 - MARCH 2020 GENERAL REVENUE COLLECTIONS
      ($ MILLIONS - BASED ON JANUARY 2020 REVENUE ESTIMATING CONFERENCE)

T O T A L   C O L L E C T I O N S   R E P O R T
Based on Rapid Deposit Report / Preliminary values denoted by asterisk.



 

 
 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
SENATOR BILL GALVANO 

President  
 

 

 MEMORANDUM 

 

 

SUITE 409, THE CAPITOL, 404 SOUTH MONROE STREET ▪ TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-1100 ▪ TELEPHONE (850) 487-5229 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 

TO: All Senators 

FROM: Bill Galvano 

SUBJECT: Fiscal Updates Related to COVID 19  

DATE: April 16, 2020 

 
 
Yesterday you received an updated Florida Senate COVID-19 Constituent Resources Guide, a 
catalogue of services available to constituents, businesses, and communities impacted by 
COVID-19. While our first priority during this unprecedented public health emergency is serving 
our constituents, my goal is also to continue to provide you with information and analysis from 
our professional staff related to economic and other public policy impacts of coronavirus as they 
become available.  
 
I cannot help, as I review this information, to reflect on the hundreds of thousands of our 
constituents, including first responders, health care operators and health care workers, business 
owners and employees, educators, and students who are so willingly sacrificing so much to 
protect our most vulnerable citizens. Information in the coming weeks and months will reveal the 
full impact of this sacrifice on our constituents and economy.    
 
While the situation is very serious, I remain confident in Florida’s ability to recover, not because 
I am overly-optimistic, but because I have witnessed the resilience of Floridians and am 
confident in the fiscal decisions we have made, and will make, as a state. We must remain 
committed to making fact-based decisions as we enter this period of transition. We must focus on 
strategies to help our fellow Floridians recover, while incorporating new strategies to protect the 
most vulnerable.  To that end, I hope you find the following updates helpful.  
 
Unemployment Compensation/Reemployment Assistance Data and Information 
The March unemployment rate will be released tomorrow, Friday, April 17.  It is based on 
survey data from the week of March 12, just as COVID-19 was first being declared a global 
pandemic.  To provide further context, the statewide order regarding essential services and 
activities was issued on April 1, 2020.  This means that a large portion of the Florida economy 
was still operating in relatively normal circumstances in mid-March.  In this regard, the March 
unemployment rate embodies only a limited number of the people who will ultimately be 
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affected by the impact of Coronavirus.  The rate for March does not reflect the current condition 
of unemployment that exists today. 
 
The February unemployment rate was 2.8 percent, and there were 291,000 jobless Floridians out 
of a labor force of 10.4 million. The April unemployment rate, which will give us a more 
complete perspective of the workforce impacts associated with mitigation of the spread of 
coronavirus, will be published mid-May.  
 
Reemployment Assistance Data as of April 9, 2020 
Initial Claims Filed Week Ending March 14 – 6,463 
Initial Claims Filed Week Ending March 21 – 74,313 
Initial Claims Filed Week Ending March 28 – 228,484 
Initial Claims Filed Week Ending April 4 – 169,885 
Initial Claims Filed Week Ending April 11 – 181,293 
Total Initial Claims 5 Weeks – 660,438 
 
Reemployment Assistance Benefits Timeframe and Anticipated Methods of Payment 

 Payment is generally paid by debit card (EBT); however, constituents may provide bank 
account information through the CONNECT system to receive electronic deposit (EFT). 

 However, payment for the first week a Floridian is unemployed, made available under the 
Governor’s Executive Order, will be made by check. 

 The payment for the additional $600 per week (maximum) in Federal Emergency Funds 
payment will also be made by check. 

 
As you are aware, Governor DeSantis has expressed support for retroactive payments, as have I. 
We will continue to monitor this issue closely with the Executive Branch. 
 
National Economic Outlooks 
As mentioned in the fiscal update memorandum dated April 2, 2020, the late March 2020 
outlook from Moody’s Analytics forecasted a national recession. They have since revised that 
forecast, and that update has been analyzed by our economists. The recently released IHS Markit 
forecast for April also includes a national recession. The durations, depth and recovery 
assumptions are different. I have included brief summaries, prepared by professional staff, for 
your reference below.  
 
The catalysts for both forecasts are the COVID-19 crisis, turmoil in equity markets, and the 
decrease in global oil prices. While lower oil and gas prices are good for consumers, from the 
perspective of economists, the lower energy investments and production negatively impact the 
national economy. 
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Moody’s Forecast  
Moody’s forecast shows a decline in US GDP of 8.3% at an annualized rate in the first quarter 
(January, February, March) and 34.3% at an annualized rate in the second quarter (April, May, 
June). Aided by the fiscal stimulus and the assumption that COVID-19 infections peak in May 
and begin to abate by July, GDP growth is forecast to bounce back in the second half of the 
calendar year, beginning with 15.7% growth in the third quarter (July, August, September). 
This is followed by 1.1% growth in the fourth quarter (October, November, December). 
 
IHS Markit Forecast 
IHS’s forecast shows a decline in US GDP of 3.5% at an annualized rate in the first quarter 
(January, February, March) and 26.5% at an annualized rate in the second quarter (April, May, 
June). The third quarter (July, August and September) remains negative, but improved. The 
forecast does not expect GDP growth to turn positive until the fourth quarter, reflecting the view 
that activity will not begin to change materially until new US cases of COVID-19 are 
significantly driven down. At that point, IHS believes it may take some time for consumers and 
businesses to resume spending and investing in earnest. The forecast includes the effects from 
the recently passed CARES Act, but sees that more as a “preservation package” than an outright 
stimulus. 
 
Unemployment Rate Forecast 
Moody’s forecast assumes a significant increase in the unemployment rate during the second 
quarter, averaging 12.5% for the quarter, while IHS Markit sees a peak unemployment rate of 
10.3% in the fourth quarter.  
 
Moody’s Stress Test Analysis 
You may also be aware of a new analysis published by Moody’s Analytics earlier this week 
providing a stress test analysis of states and the downside implications of various recession 
scenarios.  Our state economists are carefully reviewing this study along with the other forecasts 
being produced at the national level.  While providing some interesting analysis that will help 
inform our state’s analysis, the stress test report by its own admission warns it is only “intended 
to help measure the magnitude of fiscal stress that states will experience” and is “not a direct 
reflection of a state’s ability to weather that stress.”  The study excludes from its analysis all of 
the traditional reserves available to the state and the state specific impact of recently passed 
federal legislation.  Until Florida has complete data to produce reliable estimates, this study and 
others provide helpful insight but not the specific information necessary for precise decision 
making.      
 
Key Upcoming Dates:  

 On April 25, 2020, the General Revenue Collection Report for March will be released. 
Sales Tax collections will reflect activity that occurred in February, only one week of 
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which was affected by Coronavirus. Of note, some retailers are reporting that February 
sales were in-line with expectations. 

 On May 11th, the second post-Coronavirus series will be released from IHS Markit and 
Moody’s Analytics. (About the same time, preliminary data for April General Revenue 
will be available.) This date also marks the passage of 10 weeks since the first confirmed      
cases in Florida. 

 May 25, 2020 – General Revenue Collection Report for April with Sales Tax Activity 
from March, all of which was affected at an increasing extent as the month progressed. 

 June 25, 2020 – General Revenue Collection Report for May with Sales Tax Activity 
from April. 

 On July 7th, Gross Domestic Product by State will be released for the First Quarter, 2020. 
This data will include January, February and March. 

 
CARES ACT: Health Care Emergency Relief Funds 
As you are aware, Florida currently has significant hospital bed capacity available for patients 
who require hospitalization due to COVID-19. Unfortunately, maintaining emergency capacity 
to accommodate COVID-19 patients has resulted in significant revenue loss related to most 
outpatient procedures being cancelled, as well as significant reductions in inpatient stays. 
Additionally, many hospitals experienced significant costs preparing for COVID-19, including 
purchasing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and ventilators, and the establishment of drive 
through testing facilities. Hospitals also incurred costs associated with training staff on infection 
control procedures and proper techniques for caring for patients during this pandemic.  
 
The federal CARES Act provides $100 billion for hospitals and health care providers across the 
country. Federal Health and Human Services is distributing $30 billion to hospitals and 
physicians with the majority going to hospitals. Funds will be provided as direct grants, allocated 
based on provider Medicare billings. Other providers who receive little, if any, Medicare 
funding, including children’s hospitals, nursing homes and pediatricians will receive funding 
following the initial $30 billion allocation.  
 
These federal funds provided directly to hospitals and health care providers are separate from the 
additional federal funds that will be distributed to the state due to the increase in the federal 
match for Medicaid.  
 
CARES ACT: Governor’s Emergency Relief Funds 
Under the CARES Act, Governor DeSantis will receive an estimated $174 million in 
discretionary funds that can be allocated as emergency support grants to school districts and 
institutions of higher education (IHEs) that have been most significantly impacted by the 
coronavirus. Governor DeSantis has tasked Commissioner Corcoran with developing a plan for 
allocating these funds.  
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CARES ACT: K-12 Education Emergency Relief Funds 
Under the CARES Act, Florida will receive an estimated $770 million in grant funds to support 
K-12 education. The funds are allocated to the states based on the proportion of funds received 
under Title I, Part A (Title I) of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) in the 
most recent year. Under the Act, 90% ($693 million) of the funding is intended for local school 
districts, and 10% ($77 million) for emergency needs as determined by the State Department of 
Education.  
 
CARES ACT: Higher Education Emergency Relief Funds 
I have attached charts which demonstrate how we anticipate CARES Act funding will be 
distributed to Florida’s state universities, state colleges, and Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities.  
 
Under the CARES Act, Florida institutions of higher education (IHEs) will receive an estimated 
$792 million in emergency relief to help respond to the coronavirus. The U.S. Department of 
Education will distribute these funds directly to IHEs through a funding formula that is based 
primarily on an institution’s share of Pell Grant recipients. Institutions must use at least 50% of 
their funds to provide emergency financial aid grants to students for expenses related to the 
disruption of campus operations due to coronavirus (including eligible expenses under a 
student’s cost of attendance, such as food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, 
and child care). Institutions may use the remaining funds to defray other expenses or costs 
associated with the coronavirus outbreak, such as lost revenue and technology costs associated 
with a transition to distance education courses and programs. 
 
The CARES Act also provides the following relief for student financial aid recipients and student 
loan borrowers:  

 Loan and Grant Duration Limits: The law exempts semesters that students cannot 
complete due to COVID-19 from the maximum period during which students may 
receive Federal Subsidized Direct Loans or Pell Grants.  

 Borrower Relief: The law suspends payments and interest accruals on Federal Direct 
Loans and Federal Family Education Loans through September 30, 2020, as well as 
collection activity on such loans. 

 
I will continue to pass along specific subject matter updates related to the CARES Act as they 
become available.  
 
Thank you again for your commitment to our great state and your service to our constituents as 
we all work to weather this unprecedented time in our state’s history.  
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