April 13, 2020
Members,
Link to today’s webinar if you missed it and NEW resources on student safety, learning
slide, CDC media toolkit, and more are below.
Detailed breakdown of emergency education funding approved by Congress
Chronic Absenteeism in the Time of Coronavirus
Looking ahead to when schools re-open
Plan Ahead to Support the Transition-back of Students, Families, and Staff , including
reopening of schools with a sense of exciting renewal: generating hope, re-engaging
the disconnected in instructional activity, and addressing grief and loss
Help NSBA in ongoing effort to fully fund IDEA.
Now more than ever, lessening the impact of supplementing IDEA budgets with district
operating funds while providing for the needs of ESE students is paramount. See
attachment for how you can help.
How can we help you? What questions do you want us to discuss on future
calls?:
What is working in your district? What isn’t? What questions would you like to see
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know! messina@fsba.org
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice):
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive
Officers and me.

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
You can also dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)

United States (Toll Free): 1 877 309 2073
- One-touch: tel:+18773092073,,998389365#
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#

Access Code: 998-389-365
ICYMI:
Recording of today’s FRIDAY Live with Commissioner Nikki Fried can be accessed
here. There is no accompanying Q&A; I do not want to in any way get the specificity of
the answers incorrect. You can read or review the transcript to the right of the recording
and hotlink to a space in the recording to get answers to individual questions. However,
there are some resources available on the topics discussed.
Pandemic EBT resources/information can be found here and here.

April 14, 2020
Members,
FRIDAY Live this week is the usual time, 9 am EST. We have confirmed the
attendance of Jacob Oliva, FLDOE Chancellor, Division of Public Schools.
Response requested: Please submit your questions for Chancellor Oliva to
gay@fsba.org. Deadline to submit questions is 5 pm Thursday, April 16. Call in
information below.
USDOE Secy DeVos writes letter to Governors
Announcing the availability of $3 B in emergency education relief funding which was
part of the CARES Act. Florida will get more than $173 M.
USDOE Office of Civil Rights
Fact Sheet on the rights of students with disabilities during school closures.
NEW resource hub
designed to answer questions, provide insights, and resources about remote learning
for students with special needs.
NEW from CDC
How to protect yourself and others
Social distancing, quarantine, and isolation—keep your distance and slow the spread
Use of cloth face coverings to help slow the spread of COVID-19
Cloth face coverings: Q&A
How can we help you? What questions do you want us to discuss on future
calls?:
What is working in your district? What isn’t? What questions would you like to see
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know! messina@fsba.org
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice):
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive
Officers and me.

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
You can also dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)
United States (Toll Free): 1 877 309 2073
- One-touch: tel:+18773092073,,998389365#
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#

Access Code: 998-389-365

April 15, 2020
Members,
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED.
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual
Summer Conference scheduled for June. Read the full announcement.
FRIDAY Live this week is the usual time, 9 am EST. We have confirmed the
attendance of Jacob Oliva, FLDOE Chancellor, Division of Public Schools.
Response requested: Please submit your questions for Chancellor Oliva to
gay@fsba.org. Deadline to submit questions is 5 pm Thursday, April 16. Call in
information below.
USDOE Secy DeVos Announces Governors Emergency Education Relief (GEER)
Fund
ICYMI
We Are Well: 2020 Virtual Prom, and sponsored cash grants for high schoolers.
How can we help you? What questions do you want us to discuss on future
calls?:
What is working in your district? What isn’t? What questions would you like to see
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know! messina@fsba.org
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice):
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive
Officers and me.

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
You can also dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)

United States (Toll Free): 1 877 309 2073
- One-touch: tel:+18773092073,,998389365#
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#

Access Code: 998-389-365

April 16, 2020
Members,
Below are some resources related to supporting students who may have child welfare
concerns through school closures.
Disaster Preparedness and Response - Child Welfare Information Gateway (U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services)
The resources on these pages are intended to help States and jurisdictions in developing
comprehensive disaster preparedness plans and responding to emergencies quickly and
effectively to protect children and families.
Disaster Preparedness & Response
COVID-19 Resource Library- Child Welfare Information Gateway (U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services)
This page is a library of resources specific to COVID-19 and child welfare.
Library Search Results
COVID-19 (National Association of Social Workers (NASW)
Below are resources to support social workers in this preventing the spread of COVID-19 and
ensure access to services Social workers are in a unique position to promote disease
prevention efforts (including disseminating accurate information from trusted sources), and to
help address anxiety and other concerns that are arising as a result of this public health
crisis.
National Association of Social Workers (NASW)

NEPC Researcher Christopher Saldaña Interviews educators and activists about
educational equity during the current COVID-19 pandemic.
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED.
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual
Summer Conference scheduled for June. Read the full announcement.
FRIDAY Live this week is the usual time, 9 am EST. Jacob Oliva, FLDOE
Chancellor, Division of Public Schools will be joining us to answer your questions.

How can we help you? What questions do you want us to discuss on future
calls?:
What is working in your district? What isn’t? What questions would you like to see
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know! messina@fsba.org
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice):
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive
Officers and me.

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
You can also dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)
United States (Toll Free): 1 877 309 2073
- One-touch: tel:+18773092073,,998389365#
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#

Access Code: 998-389-365

April 16, 2020
Members,
ICYMI:
Recording of this morning’s webinar with FLDOE Chancellor Jacob Oliva
References by Chancellor Oliva during the discussion:
FLDOE Coronavirus resource page
USDOE Coronavirus resource page
Archive of FLDOE Covid-19 Daily Update Webinars
White House releases Guidelines: Opening Up America Again
Sen. Pres. Galvano's 4/16 Memo Re: Fiscal Updates related to COVID-19
CDC resources in American Sign Language
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED.
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual
Summer Conference scheduled for June. Read the full announcement.
How can we help you? What questions do you want us to discuss on future
calls?:
What is working in your district? What isn’t? What questions would you like to see
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know! messina@fsba.org
UPDATE and Q&A with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice):
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with Executive
Officers and me.

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it)
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365

You can also dial in using your phone.
(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.)
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365#

Access Code: 998-389-365

LEGISLATIVE CALL-TO-ACTION
CORONAVIRUS RECOVERY ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS:
FOURTH EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
NSBA’s Federal Advocacy and Public Policy and Legal Advocacy teams ask that
you encourage your members to contact their Members of Congress to urge
their strong support for the resources and guidance our school districts need in
order to provide a reasonable level of continuity in special education services to
students educated under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
during this coronavirus pandemic.
Issue
As school districts are working to transition to online learning and alternate delivery of child
nutrition services during this pandemic, there are exigent circumstances impacting students
who receive special education services. While school districts may not be able to provide the
comprehensive services according to a student’s individualized education plan (IEP) under the
circumstances in some situations, districts are taking every measure possible to continue a
reasonable level of service(s) to students as they deserve and in compliance with public health
directives and initial guidance from the U.S. Department of Education. The digital divide in
education, commonly called the homework gap, only adds to an already difficult situation.
Despite these efforts to provide continuity in IDEA services, several legal concerns beyond the
U.S. Department of Education’s guidance have arisen, that school boards and district personnel
should raise with their United States senators and representatives, as Congress considers
provisions for a fourth emergency supplemental and other measures.
Problem
Two key concerns are negatively impacting IDEA services to students that NSBA urges
Congress to address swiftly: 1) Targeted Flexibility School Districts Need for Continuity of
Services and 2) Federal Funding and Resources to Help Provide Services to Students with
Disabilities During the Pandemic and Beyond.
The first key concern is that numerous services normally provided within an IEP cannot be
provided currently because of public health directives restricting live interactions, such as some
physical therapy services and home-based services. There are also concerns for protecting
student and teachers’ health during the pandemic that make some services traditionally
provided in-person impossible to deliver under the circumstances. Additionally, other healthrelated services within an IEP that may be provided online for some students could be a
violation of HIPAA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) security and privacy

requirements. These are just some of the extraordinary circumstances that teachers and
schools are dealing with during this crisis.
As school districts are working diligently to continue to provide FAPE (Free Appropriate Public
Education) to children with disabilities pursuant to IDEA and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the
issues noted above as well as others are presenting challenges because of this pandemic.
The recent guidance provided by the U.S. Department of Education is limited and does not
address all the challenges school districts are facing to continue services for children with
disabilities. Increasingly, school districts are fielding concerns and complaints because of
difficulties caused by the coronavirus pandemic, and need these issues addressed legislatively
for targeted flexibilities during this unprecedented catastrophe. School districts share the
concerns that all students deserve a high-quality education and urge Congress to alleviate
problems that may arise for schools and students in the coming days.
The next key concern is federal funding which has already involved a high level of state and
local funding compared with the federal share for educating students with disabilities.
Currently, the federal share of funding for the nation’s investment in children who are educated
through IDEA is 13 percent – well short of the federal share of 40% called for under the IDEA
law. Even during usual circumstances such as a few short weeks ago prior to school closings, the
federal investment in IDEA was inadequate. Likewise, the funding Congress provided to states
and school districts in the recent CARES Act (“Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act”) for coronavirus preparedness and mitigation efforts is far short of what schools and
students with disabilities need. Compounded by the intervening factors of the coronavirus
pandemic that have interrupted the delivery of education services, as well as reductions in local
and state revenues that finance the majority of special education services, the federal
investment must be greater to address this urgent need. For example, budget officials from
four states have already estimated potential revenue losses of $30 billion because of the effect
of this pandemic on state and local economies. Unfortunately, this
estimate is expected to increase as states assess areas of need and next steps for recovery; and,
as resources for elementary and secondary education are thereby impacted.
Request to Congress - Sample letter / Talking Points
Dear Representative / Senator _________:
As a school board member in your district/state, I am writing to urge you to support both
additional funding and flexibility for IDEA in the upcoming supplemental relief package. Schools
are working hard to provide services to all students during the COVID-19 pandemic.
I urge Congress to fully fund the federal share of the national investment in special education
this year or at least provide a minimum of $13 billion immediately through the next
supplemental appropriation.
• The federal funding provided through regular appropriations is inadequate (and
currently averages less than $1,800 per child). The number of children with disabilities

•
•

has increased from an estimated 6.9 million in Fiscal Year 2020 to an estimated 7.4
million for Fiscal Year 2021, thereby causing a greater demand for resources.
The complications school districts are facing including inadequate home student
internet access because of the coronavirus pandemic have compounded the problem
regarding inadequate federal funding for IDEA.
I applaud Congress’ bipartisan leadership to provide preliminary resources to states and
school districts for IDEA and other education services through the Education
Stabilization Fund appropriated through the recent CARES Act. However, this funding is
not sufficient and far below what is needed to address the longer-term challenges
districts and families are facing in order to provide a level of continuity in services to
children with disabilities.

Furthermore, it is critical for Congress to provide narrowly tailored and temporary flexibility
to school districts as they continue to act in good faith to provide appropriate special
education and related services to the extent feasible to students with disabilities during this
catastrophe that has interrupted normal school operations.
•

•

•

The significant hardship affecting school districts’ efforts to continue to provide special
education and related services in the amount and/or type required by a student’s
Individualized Education Plan is raising a number of legal concerns that have not been
addressed by the U.S. Department of Education’s guidance for schools during this
pandemic.
Temporary, targeted, and tailored flexibility to school districts is needed as they
encounter challenges that are interrupting the delivery of certain special education
services (such as HIPAA protections for students regarding services delivered online;
public health directives preventing certain physical therapies; shortages of qualified staff
caused by health and safety concerns; school building closures due to health and safety
concerns where certain equipment and technology is housed and cannot be relocated;
and, lack of Internet access and/or necessary hardware to connect service providers and
instructional staff to students). These and other circumstances cannot be addressed
effectively unless Congress intervenes.
Upon the resumption of normal school operations, school districts look forward to
uninterrupted delivery of special education and related services in the amount and type
required by a student’s Individualized Education Plan. Therefore, targeted and narrowly
tailored flexibility to districts would be discontinued pursuant to any federal, state, and
local clearances needed for a district to resume its normal schedule and delivery of
education services.

