
 

 
 

May 11, 2020 
 

Members, 

ICYMI: NSBA’s Weekly Federal Update (May 8, 2020) is available HERE  

The USDOE has posted guidance for state education agencies and school 
districts covering ESSER Fund FAQ and on providing equitable services to students 
and teachers in non-public schools: Access ESSER Fund FAQ , Access guidance on 
providing equitable services in non-public schools 

 

The CDC has issued brief guidance on the differences and similarities between 
quarantine and isolation Quarantine and Isolation 

 

Friday LIVE UPDATE and Q&A Call with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice): 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with 
Executive Officers and me.  
 
This week: 

 Special Guest: Dr. Angela Canto, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist and President of 
Florida Association of School Psychologists  

 Topic:  Understanding the Role and Function of your school psychologist and the 
challenges and successes assisting students with impacts of COVID-19 

 Questions about assisting students with the psychological impacts of COVID-19 for 
this week’s call? Send to  gay@fsba.org by 5 p.m. Thursday. 

 

 
FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 

 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365 
 

You can also dial in using your phone. (For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to 
join instantly.) 
 
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129 
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365# 

 

Access Code: 998-389-365 

 

https://fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NSBA-Federal-Update-5-8-2020.docx
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/05/ESSER-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/FAQs-Equitable-Services.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/FAQs-Equitable-Services.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine-isolation.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM27717
mailto:gay@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365


How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?  
What is working in your district?  What isn’t? What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know!  messina@fsba.org 
 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
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Federal Advocacy & Public Policy  

May 8, 2020 

NSBA Weekly Update 
 

 
Congressional Update  
  

Senator Markey Plans to Introduce Emergency E-rate Legislation 
Senator Ed Markey (D-MA) is poised to introduce legislation next week that would provide $4 billion in 
emergency funding, through the E-Rate program, to help connect elementary and secondary students 
who lack broadband access for learning. The bill, which is expected to have at least 41 Democratic 
cosponsors, is a companion to a House measure introduced last month by Representative Grace Meng (D-
NY). The sponsors’ goal is to secure inclusion of the E-rate funding in the next COVID-19 emergency 
response bill considered by Congress. NSBA strongly supports the Markey/Meng proposal and is working 
with other national groups to build support for it and a minimum of at least $4 billion in funding to help 
close the homework gap.   
 
Senate HELP Committee Plans Hearing About Safely Returning to School 
On Tuesday, May 12, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee will hold a 
hearing titled, “COVID-19: Safely Getting Back to Work and Back to School”. Witnesses at the hearing will 
include: Anthony Fauci, MD (Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National 
Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD); Robert Redfield, MD (Director, United States Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA); ADM Brett Giroir, MD  (Assistant Secretary for Health, United States 
Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C.); and Stephen Hahn, MD (Commissioner of 
Food and Drugs, United States Food and Drug Administration, Silver Spring, MD).  A live video of the 
hearing may be accessed here.  

 
Additional Emergency Spending Discussions to Start on House Side 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) has initiated discussions in the House about the next federal response to the 
COVID-19 emergency. The speaker has been urging committee leaders to develop plans for the next bill 
with the goal of introducing another far-reaching spending bill within the next two weeks. NSBA is urging 
House members to include a minimum of $200 billion in the bill to help school districts in addition to the 
$4 billion call homework gap funds through the E-Rate program. Senate Majority Leader McConnell has 
called for a slower process, arguing that the CARES Act should be allowed to work before Congress takes 
additional action. As a result, NSBA does not expect Senate leaders to introduce new emergency 
legislation anytime soon, but we intend to continue talking with senators about the importance of 
providing additional funding for public education, including dedicated funding for student and teacher 
broadband connectivity, IDEA, and Title I.  

 

https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-safely-getting-back-to-work-and-back-to-school
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Administration Update  
 

Department of Education’s Inspector General Announces COVID Relief Oversight Plan 
The Education Department’s Office of the Inspector General (OIG) announced a Coronavirus Relief 
Oversight Plan, for evaluating use of the CARES Act’s emergency education funding. According to the 
announcement, “OIG auditors anticipate performing a series of audits and reviews of programs, grants, 
requirements, and flexibilities established under the CARES Act.” The oversight plan includes use of the 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund and “States’ continued compliance with certain 
requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the Rehabilitation Act.” 
 
Department of Education Releases Final Title IX Regulations 
The Department of Education published the final Title IX regulations, which will take effect on August 14, 
2020. Among the many changes adopted by the agency, the rule defines sexual harassment to include 
sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking, as unlawful discrimination on the basis of 
sex; and it requires elementary and secondary schools to respond promptly when any school employee 
has notice of sexual harassment. That would represent a change from a rescinded Obama-era guidance 
that made K-12 schools responsible for incidents they “reasonably should” have known about. Under the 
new rule, elementary and secondary schools are not required to hold hearings in response to complaints 
that they receive from students.  
 
Department of Education Announces New Grant Opportunities 
 
The Department of Education published the following new competitive grant opportunities.  
 

• “Education Research and Special Education Research Grant Programs” – The Institute of 
Education Sciences (IES) will award grants to support “national leadership in expanding 
knowledge and understanding of: (1) developmental and school readiness outcomes for infants 
and toddlers with or at risk for a disability; (2) education outcomes for all learners from early 
childhood education through postsecondary and adult education; and (3) employment and wage 
outcomes when relevant (such as for those engaged in career and technical, postsecondary, or 
adult education).” The announcement covers eight research competitions through two of the IES 
centers: 
 IES National Center for Education Research: Four competitions focus on education 

research, education research training, education research and development centers, and 
systematic replication in education.  

 IES National Center for Special Education Research: Four competitions focus on special 
education research, special education research training, National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP) process data, and systematic replication in special education. 

The estimated range of awards varies according to the specific competition. Applications for all 
competitions are due August 20, 2020, and further information is available here. 

 
• “Competitive Grants for State Assessments Program” – The Competitive Grants for State 

Assessments program focuses on enhancing the quality of assessment instruments and systems 
used to measure the academic achievement of elementary and secondary school students. Two of 
the priorities for this competitive grant program build on the flexibility in ESSA establishing the 
Innovative Assessment Demonstration Authority (IADA). A third priority is for states who are 
neither planning to apply for nor implementing the IADA. The estimated available funds for this 
program total $12,327,000. Applications are due by June 30, 2020, and further information is 
available here.  

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oig/misc/cares-act-plan.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/titleix-regs-unofficial.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/04/2020-09446/applications-for-new-awards-education-research-and-special-education-research-grant-programs?utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/01/2020-09336/applications-for-new-awards-competitive-grants-for-state-assessments-program?utm_campaign=subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
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Notable New K-12 Bills 
 

• H.R.6722 To strengthen Federal nutrition assistance programs as automatic stabilizers, and for other 
purposes. Sponsor: Rep. Neguse, Joe [D-CO-2]  

• H.R.6703 To amend the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act to include eating disorder prevention 
within local school wellness policy, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep. Adams, Alma S. [D-NC-12]  

• H.R.6646 To provide State and local workforce and career and technical education systems with support 
to respond to the COVID-19 national emergency. Sponsor: Rep. Scott, Robert C. "Bobby" [D-VA-3] 

 
NSBA Updates 
 .  

New CPE Blog: The NSBA Center for Public Education (CPE) recently released a blog on the NAEP data 
concerning civics. The blog is entitled “Achievement Gap & Technology-enhanced Learning at Home” and 
can be accessed at the following link. The blog notes that the NAEP results provide additional evidence 
concerning the importance of technology-enhanced student learning at home and why closing the 
homework gap is vital for future education success. 
 
CSALS Call: There will be a CSALS conference call this Monday, May 11, 2020 at 4:00 pm eastern. The call 
information follows: (833) 444-6583, Conference ID: 156 395 940# 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6722?s=2&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/member/joe-neguse/N000191
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6703?s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/member/alma-adams/A000370
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6646?s=2&r=13
https://www.congress.gov/member/robert-scott/S000185
https://www.nsba.org/Perspectives/2020/naep-civics-data


 

 
 

May 12, 2020 
 

Members, 

FDOE to hold State Board of Education Meeting TOMORROW via conference call. 
Please see the agenda and meeting details HERE and below: 

• Conference Call: 1-888-220-8451 

• Passcode: 697978  

American Academy of Pediatrics:  COVID-19 Planning Considerations: Return to 
In-person Education in Schools READ THE ARTICLE HERE 

The CDC has issued additional COVID-19 resources: Identify Strategies to Reduce 
Spread of COVID-19 and Schools and Child Care Programs: Plan, Prepare, Respond  
 
ICYMI: The USDOE has posted guidance for state education agencies and school 
districts covering ESSER Fund FAQ and on providing equitable services to students 
and teachers in non-public schools: Access ESSER Fund FAQ , Access guidance on 
providing equitable services in non-public schools 
 
Submit Your Questions for the Friday LIVE UPDATE and Q&A Call with FSBA 
(Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice): 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with 
Executive Officers and me.  
 
This week: 

 Special Guest: Dr. Angela Canto, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist and President of 
Florida Association of School Psychologists  

 Topic:  Understanding the Role and Function of your school psychologist and the 
challenges and successes assisting students with impacts of COVID-19 

 Questions about assisting students with the psychological impacts of COVID-19 for 
this week’s call? Send to  gay@fsba.org by 5 p.m. Thursday. 

 

(call-in information provided on next page) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fldoe.org/policy/state-board-of-edu/meetings/
https://services.aap.org/en/pages/2019-novel-coronavirus-covid-19-infections/covid-19-planning-considerations-return-to-in-person-education-in-schools/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/strategies-to-reduce-spread.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM28083
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/strategies-to-reduce-spread.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM28083
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM28083
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/05/ESSER-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/FAQs-Equitable-Services.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/FAQs-Equitable-Services.pdf
mailto:gay@fsba.org


FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 
 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365 
 

You can also dial in using your phone. (For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to 
join instantly.) 
 
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129 
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365# 

 

Access Code: 998-389-365 

 

How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?  
What is working in your district?  What isn’t? What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know!  messina@fsba.org 

 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 
 
 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  
 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/


‘‘Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act’’ 
 
The relevant language from the CARES Act regarding the Education Stabilization Fund is pasted 
below.  The entire legislative text of the CARES Act is posted here:  
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748enr.pdf. 
 
  elementary and secondary school emergency relief fund 
 
    Sec. 18003. (a) Grants.--From funds reserved under section  
18001(b)(2) of this title, the Secretary shall make elementary and  
secondary school emergency relief grants to each State educational  
agency with an approved application. The Secretary shall issue a notice  
inviting applications not later than 30 days of enactment of this Act  
and approve or deny applications not later than 30 days after receipt. 
    (b) Allocations to States.--The amount of each grant under  
subsection (a) shall be allocated by the Secretary to each State in the  
same proportion as each State received under part A of title I of the  
ESEA of 1965 in the most recent fiscal year. 
    (c) Subgrants to Local Educational Agencies.--Each State shall  
allocate not less than 90 percent of the grant funds awarded to the  
State under this section as subgrants to local educational agencies  
(including charter schools that are local educational agencies) in the  
State in proportion to the amount of funds such local educational  
agencies and charter schools that are local educational agencies  
received under part A of title I of the ESEA of 1965 in the most recent  
fiscal year. 
    (d) Uses of Funds.--A local educational agency that receives funds  
under this title may use the funds for any of the following: 
        (1) Any activity authorized by the ESEA of 1965, including the  
    Native Hawaiian Education Act and the Alaska Native Educational  
    Equity, Support, and Assistance Act (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), the  
    Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et  
    seq.) (``IDEA''), the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (20  
    U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical  
    Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.) (``the Perkins  
    Act''), or subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless  
    Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.). 
        (2) Coordination of preparedness and response efforts of local  
    educational agencies with State, local, Tribal, and territorial  
    public health departments, and other relevant agencies, to improve  
    coordinated responses among such entities to prevent, prepare for,  
    and respond to coronavirus. 
        (3) Providing principals and others school leaders with the  
    resources necessary to address the needs of their individual  
    schools. 
        (4) Activities to address the unique needs of low-income  
    children or students, children with disabilities, English learners,  
    racial and ethnic minorities, students experiencing homelessness,  
    and foster care youth, including how outreach and service delivery  
    will meet the needs of each population. 
        (5) Developing and implementing procedures and systems to  
    improve the preparedness and response efforts of local educational  
    agencies. 
        (6) Training and professional development for staff of the  
    local educational agency on sanitation and minimizing the spread of  
    infectious diseases. 
        (7) Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the facilities of  
    a local educational agency, including buildings operated by such  
    agency. 
        (8) Planning for and coordinating during long-term closures,  
    including for how to provide meals to eligible students, how to  

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748enr.pdf


    provide technology for online learning to all students, how to  
    provide guidance for carrying out requirements under the  
    Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1401 et  
    seq.) and how to ensure other educational services can continue to  
    be provided consistent with all Federal, State, and local  
    requirements. 
        (9) Purchasing educational technology (including hardware,  
    software, and connectivity) for students who are served by the  
    local educational agency that aids in regular and substantive  
    educational interaction between students and their classroom  
    instructors, including low-income students and students with  
    disabilities, which may include assistive technology or adaptive  
    equipment. 
        (10) Providing mental health services and supports. 
        (11) Planning and implementing activities related to summer  
    learning and supplemental afterschool programs, including providing  
    classroom instruction or online learning during the summer months  
    and addressing the needs of low-income students, students with  
    disabilities, English learners, migrant students, students  
    experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care. 
        (12) Other activities that are necessary to maintain the  
    operation of and continuity of services in local educational  
    agencies and continuing to employ existing staff of the local  
    educational agency. 
 
    (e) State Funding.--With funds not otherwise allocated under  
subsection (c), a State may reserve not more than 1/2 of 1 percent for  
administrative costs and the remainder for emergency needs as  
determined by the state educational agency to address issues responding  
to coronavirus, which may be addressed through the use of grants or  
contracts. 
    (f) Reallocation.--A State shall return to the Secretary any funds  
received under this section that the State does not award within 1 year  
of receiving such funds and the Secretary shall reallocate such funds  
to the remaining States in accordance with subsection (b). 
assistance to non-public schools 
 
    Sec. 18005. (a) In General.--A local educational agency receiving  
funds under sections 18002 or 18003 of this title shall provide  
equitable services in the same manner as provided under section 1117 of  
the ESEA of 1965 to students and teachers in non-public schools, as  
determined in consultation with representatives of non-public schools. 
 
    (b) Public Control of Funds.--The control of funds for the services  
and assistance provided to a non-public school under subsection (a),  
and title to materials, equipment, and property purchased with such  
funds, shall be in a public agency, and a public agency shall  
administer such funds, materials, equipment, and property and shall  
provide such services (or may contract for the provision of such  
services with a public or private entity). 
 
                     continued payment to employees 
 
    Sec. 18006.  A local educational agency, State, institution of  
higher education, or other entity that receives funds under ``Education  
Stabilization Fund'', shall to the greatest extent practicable,  
continue to pay its employees and contractors during the period of any  
disruptions or closures related to coronavirus. 
 
                              definitions 
 
    Sec. 18007.  Except as otherwise provided in sections 18001-18006  
of this title, as used in such sections-- 



        (1) the terms ``elementary education'' and ``secondary  
    education'' have the meaning given such terms under State law; 
        (2) the term ``institution of higher education'' has the  
    meaning given such term in title I of the Higher Education Act of  
    1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.); 
        (3) the term ``Secretary'' means the Secretary of Education; 
        (4) the term ``State'' means each of the 50 States, the  
    District of Columbia, and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; 
        (5) the term ``cost of attendance'' has the meaning given such  
    term in section 472 of the Higher Education Act of 1965. 
        (6) the term ``Non-public school'' means a non-public  
    elementary and secondary school that (A) is accredited, licensed,  
    or otherwise operates in accordance with State law; and (B) was in  
    existence prior to the date of the qualifying emergency for which  
    grants are awarded under this section; 
        (7) the term ``public school'' means a public elementary or  
    secondary school; and 
        (8) any other term used that is defined in section 8101 of the  
    Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801)  
    shall have the meaning given the term in such section. 
 
                         maintenance of effort 
 
    Sec. 18008. (a) A State's application for funds to carry out  
sections 18002 or 18003 of this title shall include assurances that the  
State will maintain support for elementary and secondary education, and  
State support for higher education (which shall include State funding  
to institutions of higher education and state need-based financial aid,  
and shall not include support for capital projects or for research and  
development or tuition and fees paid by students) in fiscal years 2020  
and 2021 at least at the levels of such support that is the average of  
such State's support for elementary and secondary education and for  
higher education provided in the 3 fiscal years preceding the date of  
enactment of this Act. 
    (b) The secretary may waive the requirement in subsection (a) for  
the purpose of relieving fiscal burdens on States that have experienced  
a precipitous decline in financial resources. 
 
                 safe schools and citizenship education 
 
    For an additional amount for ``Safe Schools and Citizenship  
Education'', $100,000,000, to remain available through September 30,  
2021, to prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically  
or internationally, to supplement funds otherwise available for  
``Project SERV'', including to help elementary, secondary and  
postsecondary schools clean and disinfect affected schools, and assist  
in counseling and distance learning and associated costs:  Provided,  
That such amount is designated by the Congress as being for an  
emergency requirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the  
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. 
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Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER Fund) 

 
 

 

PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The purpose of this document is to answer Frequently Asked Questions related to the Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER Fund). Under the ESSER Fund, 
established as part of the Education Stabilization Fund in the CARES Act,1 State educational 
agencies (SEAs) will award subgrants to local educational agencies (LEAs) to address the impact 
that the Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) has had, and continues to have, on 
elementary and secondary schools across the Nation.  

This Frequently Asked Questions document seeks to answer questions that are not easily 
understood from a plain reading of Section 18003 and other parts of the CARES Act or the 
ESSER Fund Certification and Agreement (C&A). It was developed in direct response to 
questions that the Department has received from SEA and LEA grant administrators 
implementing the ESSER Fund program.  

  

The U.S. Department of Education (Department) may provide additional or updated information, 
as necessary, on the Department’s website at: https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-
fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/.  

If you have questions that are not answered in this document, please e-mail ESSERF@ed.gov. 

 

 
1 The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act), Public Law 116-136, 134 Stat. 281 (Mar. 27, 2020). 
All citations in this document are to the CARES Act, unless otherwise indicated. The provisions of the CARES Act relevant to 
the ESSER Fund and other Department of Education programs are available on the Department’s website at 
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilizationfund/. 

Disclaimer 
 

Other than statutory and regulatory requirements included in the document, such as those pursuant to the 
authorizing statute and other applicable laws and regulations, the contents of this document do not have 
the force and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public in any way. This document is intended 
only to provide clarity to the public regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies. In 
addition, it does not create or confer any rights for or on any person. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748enr.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSERF-Certification-and-Agreement.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilizationfund/
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1. Who applies to the Department for ESSER formula funds? 
 
Only SEAs in the 50 States, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia apply directly to the 
Department for ESSER Funds. An SEA is the agency primarily responsible for the State 
supervision of public elementary schools and secondary schools.2 For example, an SEA may be 
called the [State name] Department of Education or the [State name] Office of Public Instruction.  
 
The Bureau of Indian Education and the Outlying Areas are not eligible to receive ESSER 
formula funds. Congress provided a separate set aside in the Education Stabilization Fund to 
provide funds to those entities. 
 
2. How do school districts or other entities access ESSER formula funds? 
 
School districts (LEAs) must apply to the relevant SEA. Every SEA must use at least 90 percent 
of its ESSER Fund grant to make subgrants to LEAs by formula based on FY 2019 Title I, Part 
A allocations. (For more information on allocating funds to LEAs, see the Technical Appendix.)  
 
3. What happens to the other 10 percent of ESSER funds? 
 
An SEA may retain 10 percent or less of its ESSER Fund grant (the “SEA Reserve”), to address 
emergency needs resulting from COVID-19 through subgrants and contracts. As described 
below, from the SEA Reserve, the SEA can also use one-half of one percent of its total grant for 
administrative costs.  
 
4. Who is eligible to receive ESSER funds from the SEA Reserve? 
 
A wide range of entities, including LEAs and organizations serving students and families, may 
be a “subrecipient” of funds from the SEA Reserve. A “subrecipient” includes any entity that 
receives a subgrant or contract consistent with applicable State and Federal subgrant and 
procurement standards. Entities interested in learning more about an SEA’s intended use of its 
reserve should contact the SEA. 
 
5. May an SEA reserve ESSER funds for administrative costs? 
 
Yes. An SEA may reserve ½ of 1 percent or less of its total ESSER allocation for administrative 
costs, including both direct and indirect administrative costs. This reservation must come from 
the SEA Reserve and is not subject to the requirement that funds be “awarded” within one year. 
Funds for administrative costs remain available to the SEA for obligation through September 30, 
2022.  
 
6. Are ESSER funds a supplement to an LEA’s ESEA Title I, Part A grant award?  
 
No. The ESSER Fund is a separate Federal program. ESSER funds must be awarded and tracked 
separately from Title I, Part A funds. 
 

 
2 The definition of SEA is from ESEA section 8101(49). 
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7. What is the overall timeline for using ESSER funds? 
 

 
 
8. Is there a deadline by which an SEA must award ESSER funds to subrecipients? 
 
Yes. SEAs must award ESSER formula subgrants to LEAs within one year of receiving the State 
allocation. An SEA must also make awards with its SEA Reserve within one year of receiving 
the State allocation. Any funds that the SEA fails to award by the one-year deadline must be 
returned to the Department for reallocation consistent with the CARES Act.  
 
9. How long are ESSER funds available for obligation by subrecipients?  
 
ESSER funds are available for obligation by LEAs and other subrecipients through September 
30, 2022, which includes the Tydings period (General Education Provisions Act §421(b)(1)). 
 
10. What is the difference between “awarding” and “obligating” funds?  
 
An SEA awards funds when it makes a subgrant to an LEA or, in the case of the SEA Reserve, 
when it enters into a subgrant or contract with a subrecipient. ESSER funds are obligated when 
the subrecipient commits those funds to specific purposes consistent with 34 C.F.R. § 76.707. If 
an SEA awards a contract from the SEA reserve, that is an obligation. In contrast, subgranting 
funds to an LEA or other subrecipient is not an obligation; rather, these funds are not obligated 
until the LEA or other subrecipient commits the funds to specific purposes. 
 
 
 
 

Spring 
2020: The 

Department 
makes 
initial 

awards

SEAs make 
awards as 

soon as 
practicable

Spring 
2021: States 
return funds 

not 
awarded

Spring/ 
Summer 

2021: The 
Department 

makes 
reallocation 

awards

Sept. 30, 
2021: Last 
date the 

Department 
can make 

awards

Sept. 30, 
2022: Last 
date SEA, 

LEA, or 
other 

subgrantee 
can obligate 

funds
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11. Is a charter school eligible to receive ESSER formula funds?  
 
A charter school that is an LEA, as defined in section 8101(30) of the ESEA, may receive an 
ESSER formula subgrant like any other LEA. A new or significantly expanded charter school 
LEA in the 2020-2021 school year is eligible to receive an ESSER formula subgrant in 
accordance with ESEA section 4306 and 34 CFR §76.792. (For more information on allocating 
funds to new charter schools, see the Technical Appendix.) A charter school that is not an LEA 
may not receive a formula subgrant, but it may receive support under ESSER through the LEA 
of which it is a part.  
 
12. If an LEA did not receive an FY 2019 Title I, Part A subgrant for school year 2019-
2020, is it eligible to receive ESSER formula funds?  
 
No, the LEA is not eligible to receive a formula subgrant. The only exception is a new charter 
school LEA that did not exist in the 2019-2020 school year or a charter school LEA whose 
significant expansion makes it eligible for Title I, Part A funds in the 2020-2021 school year (see 
question 11 and the Technical Appendix). However, any LEA may receive ESSER funds from 
an SEA’s Reserve, including those LEAs that are not eligible for a formula subgrant under the 
ESSER Fund. 
 
13. Must an LEA submit a local application to the SEA in order to receive ESSER formula 
funds? 
 
Yes. An LEA must file a local application with the SEA in order to receive an ESSER formula 
subgrant.3 For information about what an SEA must include in its local application for an 
ESSER formula subgrant, please refer to the ESSER Fund Certification and Agreement. 
 
14. May an SEA restrict or limit LEA uses of ESSER formula funds?  
 
No. The ESSER Fund provides a broad, permissive list of allowable LEA activities in Section 
18003(d). SEAs do not have the authority to limit the uses of ESSER formula funds.  
 
15. How much flexibility does an LEA have in determining the activities to support with 
ESSER funds?  
 
The ESSER Fund provides LEAs considerable flexibility in determining how best to use ESSER 
funds (see Section 18003(d)). For example, LEAs may use ESSER funds for personal protective 
equipment (PPE), cleaning and sanitizing materials, and similar supplies necessary to maintain 
school operations during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. Since learning can and should 
continue, the Department encourages LEAs to target ESSER funding on activities that will 
support remote learning for all students, especially disadvantaged or at-risk students, and their 
teachers.  
 

 
3 For further information, please see 34 C.F.R. § 76.301. 

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/ESSERF-Certification-and-Agreement-2.pdf


5 
 

16. Are an LEA’s ESSER formula funds subject to the requirements of Title I, Part A of 
the ESEA (or other Federal education program requirements), if an LEA uses ESSER 
formula funds for an allowable activity under such program? 
  
No. Although an LEA receives ESSER formula funds via the Title I, Part A formula, ESSER 
formula funds are not Title I, Part A funds and are not subject to Title I, Part A requirements. 
The CARES Act authorizes a broad array of potential uses of ESSER formula funds under a 
number of Federal education statutes; no associated statutory requirements of any of those 
programs apply to ESSER funds.  
 
17. May an LEA use its ESSER formula funds to support any school in the district, 
regardless of a school’s Title I, Part A status? 
 
Yes. The CARES Act does not define how an LEA distributes funds to schools An LEA may 
support any school in the district or it may target funds based on poverty, indication of school 
needs, or other targeting measures. 
 
18. Is there any difference in the amount of funds, or allowable uses of funds, for a school 
that implements a schoolwide program under Title I, Part A as compared to a school that 
provides targeted support under Title I, Part A? 
 
No. The requirements of Title I, Part A do not apply to ESSER funds. An LEA may support any 
of its schools using ESSER funds for any allowable activities under 18003(d) without regard to 
Title I eligibility, program type, or funding. 
 
19. Are LEAs required to provide equitable services to nonpublic schools with ESSER 
funds? 
 
Yes. Please see the document “Providing Equitable Services to Students and Teachers in Non-
Public Schools under the CARES Act Programs” for more information. 
 
20. Are ESSER funds subject to a supplanting prohibition?  
 
No. The ESSER Fund does not contain a supplanting prohibition. As a result, ESSER funds may 
take the place of State or local funds for allowable activities. However, the program does contain 
a Maintenance of Effort (MOE) requirement, which is designed to keep States from substantially 
reducing their support for K-12 education.4  
 
 
 

 
4 For further information, please see Section 18008 of the CARES Act. The Department will separately address the MOE 
requirement in a separate set of Frequently Asked Questions.  
 

https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/FAQs-Equitable-Services.pdf
https://oese.ed.gov/files/2020/04/FAQs-Equitable-Services.pdf
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21. May an SEA or LEA use ESSER funds for allowable costs incurred prior to receiving 
grant funds? 
 
Yes. An SEA and LEA may use ESSER funds for any allowable expenditure incurred on or after 
March 13, 2020, the date the President declared the national emergency due to COVID-19. 
 
22. Should SEAs and LEAs anticipate monitoring or auditing of ESSER funds? 
 
Yes. The Department will monitor the use of ESSER funds. In addition, ESSER funds are 
subject to audit requirements under the Single Audit Act and to review by the Government 
Accountability Office. The Department’s Office of the Inspector General may audit program 
implementation, as may any other federal agency, commission, or department in the lawful 
exercise of its jurisdiction and authority.  
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TECHNICAL APPENDIX: MAKING ESSER FORMULA SUBGRANTS TO LEAS 
 
This technical appendix has been prepared for the benefit of State administrators who are tasked 
with making formula subgrants to LEAs under the ESSER Fund. 
 
ESSER Requirement 
 
A State educational agency (SEA) must allocate at least 90 percent of its total ESSER Fund grant 
by formula to LEAs. The SEA must determine each LEA’s ESSER allocation in proportion to 
the amount of funds the LEA received under Title I, Part A of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) in the most recent fiscal year. (Section 18003(c) of the CARES 
Act). 
 
Title I, Part A Subgrants to LEAs  
 
For the purpose of allocating ESSER funds to LEAs, the following points regarding Title I, 
Part A subgrants apply: 
 
• Federal fiscal year (FY) 2019 Title I, Part A subgrants that were awarded by each SEA to 

LEAs for the 2019-2020 school year are the most recent Title I, Part A funds on which an 
SEA bases ESSER Fund subgrants. Therefore, with the exception of Step 6 below relating to 
new or significantly expanded charter school LEAs in school year 2020-2021, an SEA has 
the data needed to calculate ESSER LEA allocations because the SEA has already 
determined the FY 2019 Title I, Part A LEA subgrant amounts. 
 

• FY 2019 Title I, Part A subgrants are those that each SEA determined under Subpart 2 of 
Title I, Part A: that is, the aggregate of basic grants, concentration grants, targeted grants and 
education finance incentive grants for which each LEA was eligible after the SEA adjusted, 
in accordance with the regulations in 34 C.F.R. §§ 200.70-200.755 and § 200.100,6 the LEA 
allocations on the Census list calculated by the Department.7 

 
• The following are not part of FY 2019 Title I, Part A LEA subgrant amounts an SEA uses to 

calculate ESSER LEA allocations: 
o FY 2017 or 2018 carryover funds. 
o Funds reallocated to an LEA by the SEA under ESEA section 1126(c). 
o Funds an LEA received under ESEA section 1003 for school improvement.  

 
5 The regulations in 34 C.F.R. §§ 200.70-200.75 address adjusting for LEAs that are not on the Census list (such as charter school 
LEAs), applying the hold harmless after adjusting for LEAs that are not on the Census list, alternative allocations for LEAs under 
20,000 total population, and special procedures for calculating concentration grants in small States [available at: 
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?SID=ea8f771199b0aa9a1f068857ea552084&mc=true&node=sg34.1.200_169.sg5&rgn=div7]. 
6 The regulations in 34 C.F.R. § 200.100 address an SEA’s reservation of funds for school improvement under ESEA section 
1003, including application of the special rule in section 1003(h); funds for State administration under ESEA section 1004; and 
funds for direct student services under ESEA section 1003A [https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-
idx?SID=ea8f771199b0aa9a1f068857ea552084&mc=true&node=se34.1.200_1100&rgn=div8].       
7 Additional information on the SEA adjustment process to determine LEA Title I, Part A subgrants is provided on pages 2-10 in 
the Department’s nonregulatory guidance on ESSA fiscal changes [available at: 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essaguidance160477.pdf]. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ea8f771199b0aa9a1f068857ea552084&mc=true&node=sg34.1.200_169.sg5&rgn=div7
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=ea8f771199b0aa9a1f068857ea552084&mc=true&node=sg34.1.200_169.sg5&rgn=div7


8 
 

o Funds an LEA received under ESEA section 1003A for direct student services. 
o Funds an LEA received to carry out Title I, Part D, Subpart 2 (i.e., funds generated by 

children in local institutions for delinquent children). 
o Reductions to an LEA’s FY 2019 Title I, Part A subgrant due to a failure to meet the 

ESEA’s maintenance of effort requirements in the preceding fiscal year and at least 
once in the five immediately preceding fiscal years. 

o Any adjustments from FY 2018 that an SEA made to FY 2019 Title I, Part A 
subgrant amounts. 

o FY 2019 Title I, Part A funds that an LEA declined.  
  

Steps to Calculate ESSER Subgrants to LEAs 
  
These steps describe the procedures an SEA follows to calculate the ESSER LEA allocations. An 
SEA can complete Steps 1 through 5 in order to make ESSER subgrants to existing eligible 
LEAs; the SEA completes Step 6 once it has determined whether any new charter school LEAs 
have opened for school year 2020-2021 or any existing charter school LEAs have significantly 
expanded for school year 2020-2021 (e.g., during the fall of 2020). (See ESEA section 4306). An 
example follows each step, with a combined example for Steps 2 and 3. 
  
Please note that an SEA must complete these steps, including Step 6, and make subgrants to 
LEAs within one year of an SEA’s receipt of ESSER funds; any funds not awarded to LEAs by 
that deadline must be returned to the Department for reallocation to other States. (See section 
18003(f) of the CARES Act). 
  
Step 1: The SEA determines the total amount of ESSER funds it has available to allocate to 
LEAs through the ESSER formula by: 
• Determining the amount, if any, of ESSER funds it will retain for the SEA reserve (a 

maximum of 10 percent of its total ESSER Fund grant, including funds for State 
administration). 

• Subtracting the SEA reserve amount from the SEA’s total ESSER allocation to determine the 
total amount available for LEA subgrants; and  

• If a State has charter school LEAs, subtracting from the total amount of ESSER funds 
available for LEA subgrants a reasonable amount to retain for new charter school LEAs or 
charter school LEAs that will significantly expand in school year 2020-2021 consistent with 
ESEA section 4306. (Temporarily retaining funds from the total amount of ESSER funds 
available for LEA subgrants for new charter school LEAs or charter school LEAs that will 
significantly expand in school year 2020-2021 will reduce the likelihood that an SEA will 
have to reduce the ESSER subgrants of other LEAs once the SEA has the data to calculate 
the ESSER subgrant of such charter school LEAs. See Step 6b.) 
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Example of Step 1 
  

Row Category Amount 
Row 1 SEA’s ESSER Allocation $80,000,000 
Row 2 SEA Reserve (10 percent of Row 1) $8,000,000 
Row 3 Amount of ESSER funds for LEA subgrants 

(Row 1 minus Row 2) 
$72,000,000 

Row 4  Funds retained for new/significantly expanded 
charter school LEA subgrants 

$1,000,000 

Row 5 Total amount available to allocate to LEAs 
(Row 3 minus Row 4) 

$71,000,000 

 
Step 2: The SEA identifies each LEA’s FY 2019 Title I, Part A subgrant amount (as described 
above under “Title I, Part A Subgrants to LEAs”). 
 
Step 3: The SEA adds the FY 2019 Title I, Part A LEA subgrants to determine the total amount 
of FY 2019 Title I, Part A subgrants.  
 

Example of Step 2 and Step 3 
 

Step 
LEA operating in school 
year 2019-2020 

FY 2019 Title I, Part A 
subgrant amount 

2 LEA 1 $10,904,500 
2 LEA 2 $13,694,277 
2 LEA 3 (charter LEA) $257,479 
2 LEA 4 (charter LEA) $332,050 
2 LEA 5 $5,771,821 
2 LEA 6 $0 
2 LEA 7 $3,765,959 
2 LEA 8 $26,852,135 
2 LEA 9  $2,449,979 
2 LEA 10  $25,971,800 
3 Total $90,000,000 

 
 
Step 4: The SEA divides each LEA’s Title I, Part A subgrant amount (Step 2) by the total 
amount of FY 2019 Title I, Part A subgrants (Step 3) to determine the proportion of the ESSER 
formula funds that each LEA receives. 
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Example of Step 4 
 

LEA operating in 
school year 2019-
2020 

LEA’s FY 2019 Title I, 
Part A subgrant 

amount (From Step 2) 

Total amount of FY 
2019 Title I, Part A 

LEA subgrants (From 
Step 3) 

Proportion of the 
ESSER formula funds 
that the LEA receives 

(Step 2 divided by Step 3) 
LEA 1 $10,904,500 $90,000,000 0.1212 
LEA 2 $13,694,277 $90,000,000 0.1522 
LEA 3 (charter LEA) $257,479 $90,000,000 0.0029 
LEA 4 (charter LEA) $332,050 $90,000,000 0.0037 
LEA 5 $5,771,821 $90,000,000 0.0641 
LEA 6 $0 $90,000,000 0.0000 
LEA 7 $3,765,959 $90,000,000 0.0418 
LEA 8 $26,852,135 $90,000,000 0.2984 
LEA 9  $2,449,979 $90,000,000 0.0272 
LEA 10  $25,971,800 $90,000,000 0.2886 

 
Step 5: The SEA multiplies the proportion identified in Step 4 by the portion of its ESSER funds 
that it will immediately distribute by formula as determined in Step 1 to calculate each LEA’s 
ESSER subgrant.  
 

Example of Step 5 
 

LEA operating in 
school year 2019-
2020 

Proportion of the ESSER 
formula funds that the 

LEA receives (From Step 4) 

Total amount of 
ESSER funds 

available to 
allocate to LEAs 

(from Step 1) 

ESSER LEA 
subgrant (Amount 
determined in Step 1 
multiplied by Step 4)  

LEA 1 0.1212 $71,000,000 $8,602,439 
LEA 2 0.1522 $71,000,000 $10,803,263 
LEA 3 (charter LEA) 0.0029 $71,000,000 $203,122 
LEA 4 (charter LEA) 0.0037 $71,000,000 $261,951 
LEA 5 0.0641 $71,000,000 $4,553,325 
LEA 6 0.0000 $71,000,000 $0 
LEA 7 0.0418 $71,000,000 $2,970,923 
LEA 8 0.2984 $71,000,000 $21,183,351 
LEA 9  0.0272 $71,000,000 $1,932,761 
LEA 10  0.2886 $71,000,000 $20,488,865 
Total   $71,000,000 
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Step 6: The SEA recalculates the ESSER LEA allocations after it determines whether there are 
any new charter school LEAs or any existing charter school LEAs that significantly expanded for 
school year 2020-2021 in accordance with the definition of “significant expansion of enrollment” 
in 34 C.F.R. § 76.787.8  
 
Step 6a (applies only if for school year 2020-2021 there are no new charter school LEAs or 
charter school LEAs that significantly expanded in a State): The SEA allocates the amount it 
retained under Step 1 for potential new charter school LEAs to the LEAs to which it made 
ESSER subgrant allocations in proportion to those amounts. 
 

Example of Step 6a 
 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 Column 6 

LEA operating 
in school year 
2019-2020 

Proportion of 
ESSER formula 

funds that the 
LEA receives 

(From Step 4) 

Initial 
ESSER LEA 

subgrant 
(From Step 5)  

Amount SEA 
retained for 

new or 
significantly 

expanded 
charter LEAs 

(from Step 1) 

ESSER LEA 
allocation of 

retained 
amount (Column 

4 multiplied by 
Column 2) 

Revised 
ESSER LEA 

subgrant 
(Column 3 plus 

Column 5)  
LEA 1 0.1212 $8,602,439 $1,000,000 $121,161 $8,723,600 
LEA 2 0.1522 $10,803,263 $1,000,000 $152,159 $10,955,422 
LEA 3 (charter 
LEA) 

0.0029 $203,122 $1,000,000 $2,861 $205,983 

LEA 4 (charter 
LEA) 

0.0037 $261,951 $1,000,000 $3,689 $265,640 

LEA 5 0.0641 $4,553,325 $1,000,000 $64,131 $4,617,456 
LEA 6 0.0000 $0 $1,000,000 $0 $0 
LEA 7 0.0418 $2,970,923 $1,000,000 $41,844 $3,012,767 
LEA 8 0.2984 $21,183,351 $1,000,000 $298,357 $21,481,708 
LEA 9  0.0272 $1,932,761 $1,000,000 $27,222 $1,959,983 
LEA 10  0.2886 $20,488,865 $1,000,000 $288,576 $20,777,441 
Total  $71,000,000  $1,000,000 $72,000,000 

 
Step 6b (applies only if for school year 2020-2021 there are new charter school LEAs or charter 
school LEAs that significantly expanded in a State): The SEA recalculates its ESSER LEA 
allocations based on the total amount available for LEA subgrants in order to determine the 
ESSER subgrant amounts for a new charter school LEA or a significantly expanded charter 
school LEA and makes any necessary adjustments to the ESSER LEA subgrants that the SEA 
already awarded based on the calculations described in Steps 1 through 5.  
 

 
8 An SEA will implement Step 6 after the SEA determines whether there are any new charter school LEAs or charter school 
LEAs that significantly expanded for school year 2020-2021 based on receiving written notification from a charter school LEA at 
least 120 days prior to the date the school is scheduled to open or significantly expand. (See 34 C.F.R § 76.788). Thus, this step 
likely will not occur until fall 2020. It must occur within one year of the SEA’s receipt of ESSER funds or the SEA must return 
the funds to the Department for reallocation to other States. 
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As background, for a newly opened charter school LEA or a charter school LEA that 
significantly expands for school year 2020-2021, an SEA does not have an actual FY 2019 Title 
I, Part A subgrant amount for the LEA that reflects either status. ESEA section 4306(a), 
however, requires, with respect to any funds that the Department allocates to States on a formula 
basis (including the ESSER fund), a State to: 
 

[T]ake such measures as are necessary to ensure that every charter school receives the 
Federal funding for which the charter school is eligible not later than [five] months after 
the charter school first opens, notwithstanding the fact that the identity and characteristics 
of the students enrolling in that charter school are not fully and completely determined 
until that charter school actually opens. The measures similarly shall ensure that every 
charter school expanding its enrollment in any subsequent year of operation receives the 
Federal funding for which the charter school is eligible not later than [five] months after 
such expansion.  

 
In order to comply with ESEA section 4306(a), an SEA must determine an ESSER LEA 
subgrant allocation for a new or significantly expanded charter school in school year 2020-2021 
by deriving what the charter school LEA’s FY 2019 Title I, Part A allocation would have been 
based on the characteristics of the charter school LEA’s students in school year 2020-2021. As 
detailed in the next paragraph, an SEA already derives this amount for calculating FY 2020 Title 
I, Part A allocations to comply with ESEA section 4306(c).    
 
Independent of the CARES Act, as part of calculating a new or significantly expanded charter 
school LEA’s FY 2020 Title I, Part A allocation, ESEA section 4306(c) requires an SEA, for 
purposes of implementing the Title I, Part A hold-harmless protections in ESEA sections 1122(c) 
and 1125A(f)(3) for a newly opened or significantly expanded charter school LEA, to derive a 
hold-harmless base under each Title I, Part A formula for FY 2019 that reflects the new or 
significantly expanded enrollment of the charter school LEA.9 Therefore, in order to calculate 
the ESSER allocation of a new or significantly expanded charter school LEA, an SEA will 
consider such an LEA’s FY 2019 Title I, Part A allocation as the sum of its hold harmless base 
under each Title I, Part A formula that the SEA calculates for FY 2020 Title I, Part A allocations 
in accordance with ESEA section 4306(c). An example of calculating the ESSER allocation for a 
new or significantly expanded charter school LEA and adjusting the ESSER subgrants an SEA 
already made (as shown in Steps 1-5) follows on the next page. 
 
 

 
9 For more information on ESEA section 4306(c) see pages 4-7 in the Department’s nonregulatory guidance on ESSA fiscal 
changes [available at: https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/essaguidance160477.pdf]. 
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Example of Step 6b 

 
Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 Column 6 Column 7 

LEA  

Initial ESSER 
LEA subgrant 

(From Step 5)  

FY 2019 Title I, Part A 
subgrant amount or 

ESEA Section 4306(c) 
FY 2019 derived Title I, 

Part A hold harmless 
base*  

LEA 
proportion of 

Column 3 
total (Column 3 

LEA amount 
divided by 

Column 3 total) 

Total amount 
for LEA 

subgrants 
(from Step 1)  

Revised 
ESSER LEA 

subgrant 
(Column 5 

multiplied by 
Column 4)  

Difference between 
revised ESSER 

LEA subgrant and 
initial subgrant 

(Column 6 minus 
Column 2) 

LEA 1 $8,602,439 $10,904,500 0.1209 $72,000,000 $8,704,257 $101,818 
LEA 2 $10,803,263 $13,694,277 0.1518 $72,000,000 $10,931,130 $127,867 
LEA 3 
(significantly 
expanded charter 
LEA in school year 
2020-2021) $203,122 $357,479* 0.0040 $72,000,000 $285,349 $82,227 
LEA 4 (charter 
LEA) $261,951 $332,050 0.0037 $72,000,000 $265,051 $3,100 
LEA 5 $4,553,325 $5,771,821 0.0640 $72,000,000 $4,607,219 $53,894 
LEA 6 $0 $0 0.0000 $72,000,000 $0 $0 
LEA 7 $2,970,923 $3,765,959 0.0418 $72,000,000 $3,006,087 $35,164 
LEA 8 $21,183,351 $26,852,135 0.2977 $72,000,000 $21,434,077 $250,726 
LEA 9  $1,932,761 $2,449,979 0.0272 $72,000,000 $1,955,637 $22,876 
LEA 10  $20,488,865 $25,971,800 0.2879 $72,000,000 $20,731,370 $242,505 
LEA 11 (new 
charter LEA in 
school year 2020-
2021) $0 $100,000* 0.0011 $72,000,000 $79,823 $79,823 
Total $71,000,000 $90,200,000**   $72,000,000 $1,000,000 

 
*Figure is the derived FY 2019 Title I, Part A hold harmless base that the SEA calculates in accordance with ESEA section 4306(c) for a charter school LEA that opens or 
significantly expands for school year 2020-2021. 
**Figure does not equal the actual total of FY 2019 Title I, Part A subgrants from Step 2 due to the SEA’s deriving hold harmless bases for the new and significantly expanded 
charter school LEAs, as required by ESEA section 4306(c).  



 

 
 

May 13, 2020 
 

Members, 

Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 was released today by FDOE  
to waive strict adherence to certain parts of the Florida Education Code. Read the full 
order HERE 

The State Board of Education held a meeting today  
via conference call. Click HERE to listen to the recording  

Yesterday, H.R. 6800, the “Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency 
Solutions Act” (HEROES Act)  was introduced in the U.S. House of 
Representatives 
Access these links for additional information: HEROES Act Legislation, Legislation One 
Pager, Legislation Summary, State & Local Relief Info  

President Trump has unveiled Guidelines for Opening Up America Again  
View the three-phased approach based on the advice of public health experts HERE.  

May 19 at 7pm (EST) Telephone Town Hall with Educators  
Host: Representative Bobby Scott (VA-03), Chair of the House Committee on 
Education and Labor, and Representative Fredrica Wilson (FL-24) RSVP HERE 
 
Submit Your Questions for the Friday LIVE UPDATE and Q&A Call with FSBA 
(Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice) 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with 
Executive Officers and me.  
 
  This week: 

 Special Guest: Dr. Angela Canto, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist and President of 
Florida Association of School Psychologists  

 Topic:  Understanding the Role and Function of your school psychologist and the 
challenges and successes assisting students with impacts of COVID-19 

 Questions about assisting students with the psychological impacts of COVID-19 for 
this week’s call? Send to  gay@fsba.org by 5 p.m. Thursday. 

 

(call-in information provided on next page) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/DOEEmergencyOrder2020-EO-02.pdf
https://thefloridachannel.org/videos/5-13-20-state-board-of-education-meeting/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.house.gov%2Fbillsthisweek%2F20200511%2FBILLS-116hr6800ih.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CCSlaven%40nsba.org%7Cc1011b7a7f924a5df98b08d7f6d6c688%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637249274614835774&sdata=g29V7%2FO5pUxXb1hbPCvLxSEucjQSRBLQPFTfac4A6EM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fappropriations.house.gov%2Fsites%2Fdemocrats.appropriations.house.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FHeroes%2520Act%2520One%2520Pager.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CCSlaven%40nsba.org%7Cc1011b7a7f924a5df98b08d7f6d6c688%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637249274614845741&sdata=IxrKTdgpH%2BK9HUWmhsE5xFo9M3ivM12sEz%2BechNEJz8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fappropriations.house.gov%2Fsites%2Fdemocrats.appropriations.house.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FHeroes%2520Act%2520One%2520Pager.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CCSlaven%40nsba.org%7Cc1011b7a7f924a5df98b08d7f6d6c688%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637249274614845741&sdata=IxrKTdgpH%2BK9HUWmhsE5xFo9M3ivM12sEz%2BechNEJz8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fappropriations.house.gov%2Fsites%2Fdemocrats.appropriations.house.gov%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2FHeroes%2520Act%2520Summary.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CCSlaven%40nsba.org%7Cc1011b7a7f924a5df98b08d7f6d6c688%7C00932d080ddd44afb700c3c0549e4e68%7C0%7C0%7C637249274614845741&sdata=L%2FM2V0BTzTa2pu1ifysd4Q1pq5O%2FRTZACHgQSJNPA1Y%3D&reserved=0
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/documents/Heroes%20Act%20State%20and%20Local%20Relief%20Funds.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/speak-up-speak-out-a-virtual-town-hall-meeting-for-educators-tickets-105025901298
mailto:gay@fsba.org


FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 
 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365 
 

You can also dial in using your phone. (For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to 
join instantly.) 
 
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129 
- One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365# 

 

Access Code: 998-389-365 

 

How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?  
What is working in your district?  What isn’t? What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know!  messina@fsba.org 

 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 
 
 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  
 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/


 

 
 

May 14, 2020 
 

Members, 

ICYMI: Emergency Order 2020-EO-02 was released yesterday by FDOE  
to waive strict adherence to certain parts of the Florida Education Code. Read the full 
order HERE 

STATE ACTIONS TO SUPPORT SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL, AND ACADEMIC 
DEVELOPMENT: FOSTERING CONNECTEDNESS IN THE PANDEMIC ERA via 
Aspen Institute Read the report HERE 

Three Ways to Emphasize Equity During School Closures via NEPC: Read the 
article HERE 

ExcelinEd CEO Patricia Levesque has released recent survey results: Reopening 
Schools After COVID-19 Closures – Considerations for States (May 2020)  
See their results HERE 

Council of Chief State School Officers to hold webinar on Tuesday May 19: 
Supporting the Whole Child During Restart & Recovery – COVID-19 Response 
Register HERE  
 
Friday LIVE UPDATE and Q&A Call with FSBA (Every Friday 9 am EST until further notice) 
All members should plan on joining us for FRIDAY LIVE again this Friday with 
Executive Officers and me.  
 
  This week: 

 Special Guest: Dr. Angela Canto, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist and President of 
Florida Association of School Psychologists  

 Topic:  Understanding the Role and Function of your school psychologist and the 
challenges and successes assisting students with impacts of COVID-19 

 

FRIDAY LIVE call-in information (same number every week, feel free to save it) 
 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365 
 

You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States: +1 (312) 757-3129   or  One-touch: tel:+13127573129,,998389365# 

Access Code: 998-389-365 

 

 

http://fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/19861/urlt/DOEEmergencyOrder2020-EO-02.pdf
https://assets.aspeninstitute.org/content/uploads/2020/05/AESP-State-SEAD-Actions-for-COVID-19.pdf?_ga=2.193266405.974984736.1589229011-870514028.1589229011
https://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/newsletter-language-equity-051420
https://www.excelined.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ExcelinEd.COVID19.ReopeningSchoolsConsiderationsforStates.May2020.pdf
https://ccsso.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=ccsso&service=6&rnd=0.003948679879414385&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fccsso.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000042ae00fc6fe0e8eab00d751873db8b0c65c6796a270481f850810eb060f84202f%26siteurl%3Dccsso%26confViewID%3D161141505077055872%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAASXb1gw5raHhDakvlxBwWbpA6I9qpgcDpjG2B-LRmZy9g2%26
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365


How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?  
What is working in your district?  What isn’t? What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know!  messina@fsba.org 

 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 
 
 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  
 

mailto:messina@fsba.org
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/


 

 
 

May 15, 2020 
 

 

 

 

Members, 

Today on the FSBA Friday Live Call, Special Guest Dr. Angela Canto, Ph.D. 
discussed psychological implications of the pandemic and considerations for students, 
schools, and staff WATCH THE RECORDING 

 Access some of the resources discussed on today’s call here: 

 School Psychologists as school-based mental health professionals   

 Critical Shortage of School Psychologists  

 Recommended adjustments to evaluations, timelines and eligibility 
determinations  

The CDC has released additional reopening guidance Access the SCHOOLS and 
CHILDCARE PROGRAMS resource page and the BUSINESSES & WORKPLACES 
resource page to view links and tools  
 

Today, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue has announced the extension 
of three USDA nutrition waivers until August 31, 2020 Read the press release  

 
HAVE YOU TAKEN THE SURVEY? DOE has released a COVID-19 Education Impact 
Survey Share Your Feedback 

#GRADUATETOGETHER Join American in honoring the class of 2020 Tune in 
Saturday, May 16 HERE 

Webinar: COVID-19: Addressing Equity and Avoiding Unintended Consequences on 
May 18, Learn more and register 

 

How can we help you?  What questions do you want us to discuss on future 
calls?  
What is working in your district?  What isn’t? What questions would you like to see 
addressed in our next Friday LIVE webinar? Let us know!  messina@fsba.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/418957634
http://www.fasp.org/PDF_Files/FASP_Publications/Position_Statement_School_Psychologists_as_Mental_and_Behavioral_Health_Service_Providers.pdf
http://www.fasp.org/PDF_Files/FASP_Publications/FASP_Position_Statement_Critical_Shortage_of_School_Psychologists_May_2019.pdf
http://www.fasp.org/PDF_Files/FASP_Publications/FASP_Call_to_Action_Eligibility_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.fasp.org/PDF_Files/FASP_Publications/FASP_Call_to_Action_Eligibility_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM28083
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html?deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM28083
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/businesses-employers.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/businesses-employers.html
https://www.fns.usda.gov/news-item/usda-026220
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DVTP3KF?trk_msg=4M4NC28JM73475UOT683F10C3K&trk_contact=GF5ILKO1U9BOS8KNLH20AC4F7S&trk_sid=6B2DHQST8KMPS5UQ0CGONOAI54&utm_email=C47DA4150543152304C9E4FECE&utm_source=Gradebook&utm_medium=MG2_Newsletter&utm_term=find+it+here&utm_campaign=times-gradebook
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMBEdVG2P6Q&feature=youtu.be
https://ablschools.zoom.us/webinar/register/4215886292694/WN_ztz4hqekRNCMxfHG0gPLeQ
mailto:messina@fsba.org


 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 
 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  
 

https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/
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