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Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Team 

May 22, 2020 

NSBA Weekly Update 
 
 Congressional Update  

 
 Senate Adjourned Until June, House on Limited Memorial Day Schedule  

Following House passage of the Democratic Leadership’s latest COVID-19 response bill (the “HEROES Act”) 
congressional work to respond to the emergency has slowed. Senate Republican Leaders said the body 
would not consider the HEROES Act. They also said they would not develop other emergency response 
legislation until the CARES Act has had more time to work. With the Senate on recess – and the House 
planning a light schedule - during Memorial Day week, NSBA does not expect significant work to begin 
again until June. At that time, the Senate and House appropriations committees are expected to focus on 
the regular fiscal year 2021 appropriations process, including continuing work on the U.S. Department of 
Education’s budget. Additional COVID-19 emergency response discussions between the Senate, House, 
and White House are likely to grow more serious later in the month. NSBA plans to continue urging  
Congress to provide significant additional emergency funding for school districts, while also seeking key 
increases in regular fiscal year 2021 funding for the Department of Education.  

  

Administration Update  
 

Department of Education Publishes English Learner Fact Sheet 
The Department of Education published a fact sheet that “outlines States’ responsibilities to English 

learners and their parents during the COVID-19 emergency.” The fact sheet covers questions associated 

with annual EL assessment, entrance requirements, providing services to EL students, use of ESSA Title III 

funds, exit procedures, and more.  

USDA Extends Nutrition Program Waivers  
The Department of Agriculture extended three nationwide waivers for schools and local programs to 
make it easier to feed eligible children through August 31, 2020.  The initial waivers were set to expire on 
June 30. The Food and Nutrition Service waivers provide the following flexibility:  
 

 Non-Congregate Feeding: FNS is allowing meals to be served to children outside of the normally 
required group setting to support social distancing;  
 

 Parent Pickup: FNS is allowing parents and/or guardians to pick up meals and bring them home to 
their children; and  

 

 Meal Times: FNS is waiving requirements that meals be served at certain standard times to allow 
for grab-n-go options. This also allows for multiple days-worth of meals to be provided at 

https://www2.ed.gov/documents/coronavirus/covid-19-el-factsheet.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/15/usda-extends-flexibilities-paves-way-meals-kids-continue-through


2 
 

once. The USDA also said it is working quickly to approve states for Pandemic-EBT, which 
“provides food-purchasing benefits, equal to the value of school meals, to households with 
children who would otherwise be receiving free or reduced-price meals at school.”   

 

Centers for Disease Control Publishes Re-Opening Guidelines 
This week, the CDC published guidelines for reopening the economy, including schools, titled “CDC 
Activities and Initiatives Supporting the COVID-19 Response and the President’s Plan for Opening America 
Up Again”.  CDC said, “[a]ll decisions about following these recommendations should be made in 
collaboration with local health officials and other State and local authorities who can help assess the 
current level of mitigation needed based on levels of COVID-19 community transmission and the 
capacities of the local public health and healthcare systems, among other relevant factors.”  

 
Notable New K-12 Bills 
 

 H.R.6902 To authorize the Secretary of Education to award grants to eligible entities to carry out 
educational programs that include the history of peoples of African descent in the settling and founding of 
America, the economic and political environments that led to the development, institutionalization, and 
abolition of slavery and its impact on all Americans, the exploration and expansion of America, impact on 
and contributions to the development and enhancement of American life, United States history, 
literature, the economy, politics, body of laws, and culture, and for other purposes. Sponsor: Rep. Fudge, 
Marcia L. [D-OH-11] 

 
NSBA Updates 
 .  

Non-binding Equitable Guidance to Non-Public Schools: NSBA continues to be very concerned over the 
non-binding equitable guidance that the U.S. Department of Education (ED) recently released concerning 
distribution of CARES Act funding to non-public schools including private schools under the CARES Act. 
NSBA is extremely concerned over this recent guidance that appears to be radically shifting resources 
away from public schools and to private schools. Under the provisions of The CARES Act, local educational 
agencies (LEAs) that receive education stabilization funds are to provide equitable services to non-public 
schools in the same manner as provided under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA). Under that Act, LEAs base how much Title I funding is distributed for services to private schools on 
number of low income students served, not total enrollment numbers. ED’s announced guidance is 
contrary to that law. This issue is creating havoc and uncertainty for states as they seek to provide funds 
under the CARES Act. NSBA believes the guidance directing LEAs to base funding distribution to non-
public schools based on total enrollment instead of poverty levels is contrary to the Law set out in the 
CARES Act and will cause the students most in need to receive less resources. Expect to hear more about 
this issue in the coming days as the level of concern rises. 
 
CSALS Conference Call: There will be a CSALS call this Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 4:30 pm eastern. The call 
information is: 
 
(833) 444-6583; Conference ID: 926 195 919# 
 
 
 
Have a nice Memorial Day weekend. 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/state-guidance-coronavirus-pandemic-ebt-pebt
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/php/CDC-Activities-Initiatives-for-COVID-19-Response.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6902?s=2&r=6
https://www.congress.gov/member/marcia-fudge/F000455
https://www.congress.gov/member/marcia-fudge/F000455


 

 
 

May 26, 2020 
 

 

 

 

Members,  

 

NSBA Federal Update Released May 22, 2020 Access the update HERE 
 
ICYMI: Access past webinars from NSBA’s Center for Safe Schools’ Tuesdays at the 
Table Series HERE 
 
FSBA FRIDAY LIVE WEBINAR Implementing the B.E.S.T. Standards, State 
Assessments, and School Grades Special guests: FLDOE Chancellor Jacob Oliva and 
Deputy Chancellor for Educator Quality Dr. Paul Burns 

Please submit questions for Friday’s webinar directly to BillieAnne Gay 
(Gay@fsba.org) by 5pm on Thursday 

Here’s how to join the Friday Live webinars 
By computer, tablet, or device: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365 

By phone: (312) 757-3129   Access Code: 998-389-365 
                 One-touch  tel:+13127573129,,998389365# 

 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  

https://fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NSBA-Federal-Update-5-22-2020.docx
https://www.safeandsoundschools.org/events/tuesdays-at-the-table/
mailto:Gay@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/


 

 
 

May 27, 2020 

 

 

Members,  

 

EDR Monthly Revenue Report Revised General Revenue Collections for April 2020 
Access the REPORT 

Memo from Senate President Galvano Re: General Revenue Collection Report for 
April MEMO 

Map: Coronavirus and School Closures Updated May 15 via Education Week View 
data HERE 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 via NSBA Center for Save Schools 
Read the article HERE 
 
FSBA FRIDAY LIVE WEBINAR Implementing the B.E.S.T. Standards, State 
Assessments, and School Grades Special guests: FLDOE Chancellor Jacob Oliva and 
Deputy Chancellor for Educator Quality Dr. Paul Burns 

Please submit questions for Friday’s webinar directly to BillieAnne Gay 
(Gay@fsba.org) by 5pm on Thursday 

Here’s how to join the Friday Live webinars 
By computer, tablet, or device: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365 

By phone: (312) 757-3129   Access Code: 998-389-365 
                 One-touch  tel:+13127573129,,998389365# 

 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  

http://edr.state.fl.us/Content/revenues/reports/monthly-revenue-report/newsletters/nlapr20.pdf
https://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Offices/2018-2020/President/Documents/5_26_20_MEMO_April_General_Revenue_Collection_Report.pdf
https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/map-coronavirus-and-school-closures.html?_cldee=bWVzc2luYUBmc2JhLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-7b175cd3bd3645c9a5d8c4778da82bd0-67e1ae5c07044960b90a366f6b739d17&esid=4912f51d-23a0-ea11-9c3d-00155d00798c
https://www.nsba4safeschools.org/Go.aspx?MicrositeGroupTypeRouteDesignKey=f1689519-9b33-4b36-94fd-fd43feee7589&NavigationKey=91c0816a-4491-4816-989c-6b7ec4e41c8a&_cldee=bWVzc2luYUBmc2JhLm9yZw%3d%3d&recipientid=contact-7b175cd3bd3645c9a5d8c4778da82bd0-67e1ae5c07044960b90a366f6b739d17&esid=4912f51d-23a0-ea11-9c3d-00155d00798c&CLK=d2d5d09a-f37c-49dc-8d10-e9bf54a218e5
mailto:Gay@fsba.org
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/


 

 
 

May 28, 2020 

 

 

Members,  

 

ICYMI: Governor Ron DeSantis Announces Florida’s Participation in the USDA’s 
Pandemic EBT Program Read the Press Release HERE 

GUIDANCE FOR OPENING UP HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES via 
National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) Sports Medicine 
Advisory Committee (SMAC) Read it 

SURVEY SAYS Parents 2020: COVID-19 Closures - A Redefining Moment for 
Students, Parents, and Schools Access the results and resources HERE 
 
Not K12, but important: The State University System of Florida Blueprint for 
Reopening Campuses Fall Semester 2020 (DRAFT) via Florida Board of Governors 
(BOG) View the draft 

Not COVID, but important: New State Board of Education Rule for School 
Environmental Safety Incident Reporting (SESIR) Access FLDOE MEMO 

TOMORROW: FSBA FRIDAY LIVE WEBINAR Implementing the B.E.S.T. Standards, 
State Assessments, and School Grades Special guests: FLDOE Chancellor Jacob 
Oliva and Deputy Chancellor for Educator Quality Dr. Paul Burns 

Here’s how to join the Friday Live webinars 

By computer, tablet, or device: https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365 

By phone: (312) 757-3129   Access Code: 998-389-365 
                 One-touch  tel:+13127573129,,998389365# 

 
Annual Summer Conference has been CANCELLED. 
FSBA leadership has made the difficult decision to CANCEL the FSBA/FADSS Annual 
Summer Conference scheduled for June.  Read the full announcement. 

 
 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  

https://www.flgov.com/2020/05/27/governor-ron-desantis-announces-floridas-participation-in-the-usdas-pandemic-ebt-program/
https://www.nfhs.org/media/3812287/2020-nfhs-guidance-for-opening-up-high-school-athletics-and-activities-nfhs-smac-may-15_2020-final.pdf
https://bealearninghero.org/research/?utm_source=socialtoolkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=spring2020_elearning&utm_content=parent2020
https://www.flbog.edu/wp-content/uploads/BLUEPRINT_May-20_DRAFT2.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-8882/DPS-2020-57.pdf
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/998389365
https://fsba.org/cancelled-fsba-fadss-annual-summer-conference/
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/
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May 29, 2020 

 

 

Members,  

 

ICYMI Yesterday, FLDOE sent Superintendents this Cares Act MEMO and this 
CHART with preliminary LEA allocations  

FSBA Ad Hoc Committee to develop a School Board Pandemic Response 
Reference Guide to help our members as they seek to solve problems innovatively, 
with new efficacy and an abundance mindset Learn more about the committee HERE  
 
Here is a link to today’s FSBA Friday Live with Chancellor Oliva and Deputy 
Chancellor Burns Watch the Webinar 

Here is a link to the recent FLDOE Accountability Webinar mentioned during 
today’s call HERE  

Did you know you can submit CBM forms for attending the FSBA Friday Live calls? 
Submit your points HERE 
 

 

Andrea Messina 
Executive Director 
Florida School Boards Association  

850.566.1860 

Messina@fsba.org  

www.fsba.org 

 

VISIT OUR COVID RESOURCE PAGE  

http://www.fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FLDOE-Memo-5-28-2020-CARES-Act-Funding.pdf
http://www.fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Preliminary-LEA-Allocations.pdf
http://www.fsba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Ad-Hoc-Committee-Overview.pdf
https://vimeo.com/424083461
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/d9d503843cc346b3b0ff8bb54ccc70da/recording/78183c025d3e4b998306a706ed6df2c2/watch
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1848902/Generic-CBM-Form
mailto:Messina@fsba.org
http://www.fsba.org/
https://fsba.org/resource-room/covid-19-resources/
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