The idea behind this project is to localize African American history and the realities of social injustice. It is one thing to read about an incident that happened in a faraway place, many years ago. It is another to realize that there are people still living within Polk County who are just a few generations removed from slavery, who attended segregated schools, who remember the days of Jim Crow, and who participated in the Civil Rights movement. 

PR is working to capture the stories of these individuals in order to create a new educational resource for our students and community.

We are working closely with the Polk County History Center to identify sources and gather artifacts (photographs, etc.) that will help illustrate their stories. We are also working with Teaching & Learning to ensure that the finished product will stand as a viable instructional tool. Teachers will be able to use the finished product in their classrooms if they so choose, however, that will be their decision. 

We will also make the finished product available online as a means of educating our community. 

This project is intended to leverage the power of education to help new generations better understand racism and social injustice, with the hope they will be empowered to make positive changes in our community and beyond. 

Thanks, 
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Rachel Pleasant | Senior Director
Public Relations & Strategic Partnerships | Polk County Public Schools
1915 South Floral Avenue, Bartow, FL 33831
T: 863-457-4708 | C: 863-670-0963 | polkschoolsfl.com
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